
A LETTER FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Terman Community,

The fourth week in March will bring with it the start of spring. We are sure to 
have more hours of daylight and may have warmer weather. With the odd 
weeks of heat and rain, it’s difficult to predict. From experience, I can say that 
many things seem to speed up at this time of year. Around the corner will be 
8th grade Promotion and the welcoming of new 6th graders.

This time of year is also packed with many wonderful school events and 
community activities.  Our recent Winter Music Concerts, Band, Orchestra and Choir have been 
terrific.  The choir concert was a joint middle school adventure with approximately 500 student 
voices in harmony – just fabulous! 

Every three years our middle school drama programs put on a wonderful joint venture of their own.  
This year’s Tri-School Musical, as it is known, was a performance of Beauty and the Beast, with 
students from JLS, Jordan, and, of course, Terman well represented.  

Attending these concerts and performances always fills me with awe and pride.  Our students are 
so talented and are obviously enjoying themselves immensely. 

Our 7th and 8th grade Choir, Band, and Orchestra will be traveling to Southern California for a 
unique music trip to Disneyland March 16 – 19th. 

Our students have shown exceptional creativity and innovation in our Science Fair.  I was so 
impressed by the focused energy and commitment of time our students gave to the scientific 
process of experimentation.

Our students have pursued their interests in mathematics contests like the recent BAMO, Bay 
Area Math Olympics.  We typically have a very large number of participants and this year was no 
exception. 

These are only some highlights of the many opportunities our teachers and staff provide our 
students in an enriching educational experience.
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I want to thank the hard working and dedicated staff that prepare our students so well and who 
make these learning experiences and events possible.  I also want to acknowledge the talents, 
creativity, and enthusiasm of our students who make it clear, everyday, why Terman is such a 
special school.

One upcoming event in which I hope to see many families and community members 
participating are our first annual Terman Heritage Night Celebration – International Potluck 
on March 24th.  This exciting event is an expansion of the Terman tradition of Breaking of the 
Bread.  Our PTA has created a great opportunity for Terman families to bring dishes and décor 
that represent their family heritage in honor and celebration of our community’s rich diversity. I 
am looking forward to a big turn out and a wonderful night.

Sign up through the PTA UpToUs Parent Networks and please join us for this wonderful 
night!

Smarter Balanced Assessments, SBAC, are the state assessments aligned with Common 
Core. In April and early May our students will be participating in these SBAC tests.  More 
information will be available on our website, on the PAUSD website, and will be sent home 
through UpToUs.

You can also gain more information about school events, your child’s academic progress, and 
specific assignments and information by regularly checking out our Terman website at 
www.terman.pausd.org, by subscribing to UpToUs Parent Networks, the weekly PTA eNews, 
and regularly checking Infinite Campus, and teachers’ Schoology pages.

I encourage you to visit us, become involved, and stay in communication. Check our website for 
Principal’s Coffee events, parent education evening events, PTA general meetings, and Parent 
Visitation Days.

We welcome you to our school and classrooms and appreciate all of the support you give 
in partnership with us for student growth and success.  It is all of us - students, staff, and 
families that make Terman such a special learning community.

See you soon at Terman community events.

Sincerely,
Pier Angeli La Place
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The Terman Math Department has been busy this semester! 

• Students have participated in several math contests (AMC10A, MathCounts and The Bay 
Area Math Olympiad (BAMO)), and have many have done well!  Our MathCounts Team 
has qualified for competition in the State Contest!  Congratulations!  We will get BAMO 
results later this month.

• 6th grade math students have begun to receive Math Enrichment during their FLEX 
periods (on Tuesdays or Thursdays).  For the first time, students from all 6th grade teams 
are mixed into ability groups to receive targeted instruction.

• PAUSD Middle schools have begun to explore a variety of Common Core aligned math 
textbooks.  We will pilot those that seem most appropriate for our program during the 
2016-17 school year, and expect to have new math textbooks for use in the 2017-18 
school year.

Please contact your student’s math teacher or the Instructional Supervisor for Math (Becky Rea) 
if you have any thoughts, questions or concerns.  
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The Terman Library Book-a-Thon is a reading 
program with one simply goal: to encourage students to 
read for fun!  Last year we had 269 students who 
submitted pledge sheets, read books (2,440 of them!), 

and then submitted record forms. We had a celebration of our love of reading in the 
Cafe with ice cream sandwiches, participation prizes for all, and… a lottery for prizes 
donated by generous staff members. Included in the prizes offered were gift cards 
(Starbucks, Jamba Juice, Baja Fresh, etc.), movie passes, pizza parties with staff 
members, conducting a song at the spring band concert, Mile passes from the PE 
department, and much, much more. Additionally, the Terman PTA generously donated 
$300 toward brand new books from Kepler’s for prizes. Stop by the library to ogle the 
prize list as the students do each day! 

Running a party of such a magnitude requires many parent volunteers, and in our next Tiger Talk you’ll read 
about these wonderful volunteers. 

Thank you to the Terman PTA, the Terman administration, the Terman staff, and all the 
awesome Terman READERS!

 February, 2016 

Questions about the Terman Library? E-mail  Kristen Lee> klee@pausd.org

News from the

Book-a-Thon!

NYTimes Best-selling author  

Ally Condie Coming to Terman!
LindenTree Books in Los Altos is bringing Ally Condie to meet Terman students! (Quotes from LindenTree): 
“Ally is the author of the critically acclaimed Matched trilogy, a #1 New York Times and international 
bestseller. The series has been published in more than 30 languages.” Terman will be a stop on her book tour to 
promote her debut middle grade novel, Summerlost, a “… tender and poignant exploration of family, loss, and 
the healing power of friendship.” Visit her at allycondie.com. Pre-order forms to order copies of Ally’s books 
and have her sign them (!) will be available through the Terman Library Schoology 

Just some of the research happenings in the library in January and February:  

6th grade Language Transfer Wheel classes 4-week ancient Rome research project 

8th grade American Revolution Biographies   7th grade Medieval Japan research  

6th grade Ancient Egypt Glogster                  Research= proper note taking, citing sources, synthesizing                                  
       information, and much more! 

January/February Research in the Library

Library Book Note
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The entries in this year’s science fair brought together teamwork, clever 
ideas, artistic displays, and a greater appreciation of scientific inquiry. We 
salute the effort of each of the 73 students who participated.  The size of 
this year’s fair in the cafetorium provided an intimate atmosphere, as 
students were interviewed by judges for a minimum of three times.  Many 
students spent countless hours planning, preparing and practicing to 
present some amazing projects.

This annual PTA-sponsored event critically depends on volunteer judges to 
interview students and complete project evaluation forms, so we would 
like to thank all of our judges, including parents, community members, and 
Gunn and Paly High School students who helped to evaluate and 
acknowledge the students’ efforts. We also would like to recognize the 
science teachers and volunteers, who planned and coordinated the fair, 
assisted with project drop-off, judges’ check-in, and clean up.  Our 
administrators, Mrs. La Place, Mr. Rohrbach, Ms. Matthews, and the 
custodial staff pitched in heartily to make the entire event smooth and 
successful. Finally, we would like to acknowledge both the PTA and 
Synopsys for their financial support.

Judges evaluation forms have been returned to science teachers to pass 
out to students, and each student will be awarded a certificate and ribbon 
for participation.  While the Terman science fair is a non-competitive event, 
some students have entered the Synopsys Santa Clara Valley Science and 
Engineering to compete in a regional event in March.  Good luck to those 
students who are preparing for that event.

Thanks again for making Science Fair 2016 an event overflowing with 
enthusiasm and creativity.  

	 The Terman Science Teachers
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Resilience - how to help our teens stay strong…  

Written By: Charlotte Villemoes, ACS Site Supervisor, Woodside High School

I have the privilege and the pleasure of listening to teens every day. They tell me stories about their 
lives, stories that often move and inspire me. Many of them describe hardship that seems close to 
unbearable, yet the vast majority somehow perseveres and moves forward. At the end of the day I 
am often in complete awe by the power of human resilience, it is a force to be reckoned with, just 
like the stories of these two girls illustrate: 

- Maria is the oldest of four. Last year her father died which left the family grieving and the 
mother as the sole provider. She is now working two jobs to make ends meet, and the family 
has had to move in with another family to survive. Maria shares a bedroom with her mother 
and youngest sister while her two brothers sleep on mattresses in the living room. Because 
of her mother’s work schedule, Maria has to take care of her younger siblings when she gets 
home from school. She is in charge until her mother gets home by 8, after which she has to 
find the energy to do all her homework. Although stressed, overwhelmed, and still grieving 
the loss of her father, Maria somehow has the strength to keep going. 

- Mindy is 16 and from Malaysia. Two years ago her parents decided to move to the US to 
pursue a better life for their three girls by providing them the best possible education. Sadly 
her youngest sister was diagnosed with a rare form of cancer recently, and it is still unclear if  
she can be cured. In the midst of all her worry, Mindy is doing everything possible to move 
ahead in the world, right now her goal is to be admitted to one of the top colleges. As a 
result Mindy has taken on a full schedule that involves four AP classes, a spot on the swim 
team, and a position as the president on the student board. Every weekend she volunteers 
for the Humane Society. Although stressed, overwhelmed and extremely worried about her 
sister’s health, Mindy too has the strength to keep going. 

When I think about these two girls, I’m struck by their ability to cope with adversity. They both have 
work days that are way longer than many adults, they both carry a lot of responsibility, and they 
both have to function in the midst of their emotional pain. They are extremely resilient. Not everyone 
has what it takes to keep going in the midst of such challenges, but the good news is that as 
parents we can actually help our teens build that core strength. I once worked as a consultant at a 
school in Redwood City, a job that was based on research results regarding resilience. A study had 
followed a large group of kids who had been challenged with extreme adversity, with the intention of 
pinpointing what had helped them grow up to become happy and healthy adults. The findings were 
very clear and they also turned out to be useful as guidelines for anyone who wants to foster 
resilience in their teen. The study concluded that three simple factors had helped the kids:  They 
had at least one caring adult in their life who believed in them.  They were met with high - yet 
realistic - expectations, and they had all been involved in meaningful activities.  

First of all, know it takes just one person to help a child make it in this world. That person is very 
often you, so even if your teens seem eager to push you away, know that your unconditional love, 
your support and belief in them is absolutely crucial to them. Remember that the little things often 
go a long way, like an out of the blue expression of love and appreciation, a word of gratitude for 
simply being in your life, or a family dinner where you take the time to truly listen. All research 

Counseling
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shows that a teen who feels connected to their family does much, much better 
when the going gets tough. Connections with other adults who can help them 
navigate through difficult times will add to their strength as well so try to encourage 
them to reach out and talk to other trusted adults, like a favorite family member, a 
teacher, a coach, a priest, or a counselor. Although it only takes one caring person 
to carry them through, a village does an even better job. 

Expectations are very important too, and once again you need to trust that even 
though your teens might be fighting you, they are paying close attention to your 
expectations underneath their resistance. Make sure your expectations are high but 
realistic and based on an accurate assessment of what your teen is capable of; for 
some passing all their classes and graduating high school is a lofty goal that will 
require all the strength they possess, for others A’s and B’s are a stretch, but still 
realistic. The same goes for extracurricular activities, another area where you have 
to make sure your expectations fit the abilities and interests of your teen. It is also 
helpful if you communicate your expectations clearly, “getting C’s and above” is 
much clearer than “doing good in school”. 

Finally, there is no doubt that being involved and engaged in meaningful activities is 
a source of strength for all teens. It is very important for them to feel that their 
contributions matter, that they are needed and appreciated for what they do. 
Getting a job is a big source of pride for teens. Helping out in the family with 
younger siblings, cooking or cleaning might cause them to complain, but it also 
makes them feel valuable and strong. In addition, you can have a conversation with 
your teen about what they are interested in and use that to create a list of possible 
clubs, groups, or organizations where they can contribute to a meaningful cause 
and meet likeminded people. 

If you use these three basic principles, chances are that your teens will be able to 
join the ranks of the Marias and Mindys of this world. You will be helping your teens 
become much more resilient human beings, a valuable gift they will be able to 
utilize and benefit from for the rest of their lives.
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Transition time is fast approaching for students with IEPs! Most 8th grade transition IEPs 
have been held with parents, students, and high school case managers. This is often a 
time of stress for both parents and students, so I urge parents to continue to reach out to 
the IEP team if you have questions or concerns. 

Rising 7th graders are also at a point of transition, as they will begin their last year of 
middle school in the fall. Students are participating in their own IEPs, and are definitely 
becoming advocates for their own learning. 

Rising 6th graders are still transitioning to middle school, and are introduced to the IEP 
process by attending their first IEP meeting. In the fall, they will have 5 core teachers 
instead of 2, which can add stress the first few weeks of school. 
p
For incoming 6th graders, transition meetings with our IEP team and elementary schools 
begin after spring break. We look forward to welcoming incoming Tigers to the new world 
of middle school, and help them to recognize individual challenges and strengths.

Our IEP team, which includes case managers, therapists, psychologists, counselors, 
specialists, and administrators, are always here to help and advocate for your child, and 
teach them to advocate for themselves. Please reach out if you have any concerns. Have 
a wonderful spring! 

-Maureen Duffy, Special Education Instructional Supervisor

Special Education
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English: Common Writing Assessments

This year in English classes students have been developing their reading, writing 
and speaking skills through a variety of genres: personal narratives, poetry, novels, short 
stories, and nonfiction texts.  One focus across all grades has been practicing structured 
responses that incorporate and analyze evidence from texts.  

In order to measure student progress towards writing those types of structured 
essays, English teachers are administering a common writing assessment at each grade 
level during the month of March.  The prompt and materials differ at each grade, but the 
process is the same.  Students have multiple periods to read sources, take notes, organize 
their ideas, and write a multi-paragraph response.  Final drafts will be scored anonymously 
by two readers, and results will be mailed home in April.

This writing assessments serve several purposes. Most importantly, it will help to 
identify areas of strength and weakness in students’ writing, which will then guide writing 
instruction for the remainder of the year.  Additionally, this testing format aligns with the new 
standardized tests (PARCCS) that are based on the Common Core Standards.  Practicing 
the process now in an authentic way can increase students’ confidence and skill level 
during testing.  Finally, discussing student progress on this assessment will provide 
teachers with an opportunity to reflect on and develop best practices to support student 
writing across the grades.

On a related note, several English teachers have had a chance to observe and be 
observed by their colleagues at Gunn High School this year.  Based on these observations, 
teachers at both schools have begun to discuss the similarities and differences between 
middle and high school, including reading and writing assignments.  These conversations 
have only just begun, but we hope to continue them in hopes of deeper communication and 
more comprehensive articulation.  

Overall, students have made significant growth as writers this year. The Terman 
English department is proud of their efforts and looks forward to sharing the common 
writing assessment outcomes with you in April.   

 

English
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Renaming Terman Middle School:  
Acting Consistent with our Values and our Words 

A Paly student sobbed as she told the PAUSD school board how it felt to attend a 
middle school named for someone who “given the opportunity, I would have been sterilized, 
called stupid, called incompetent.”  She spoke at a February 2016 school board hearing, 
prior to the unanimous board vote to form a committee to review all district school names.

“High-grade or border-line deficiency... is very, very common among Spanish-
Indian and Mexican families of the Southwest and also among negroes. Their 
dullness seems to be racial, or at least inherent in the family stocks from 
which they come... Children of this group should be segregated into separate 
classes... They cannot master abstractions but they can often be made into 
efficient workers... from a eugenic point of view they constitute a grave 
problem because of their unusually prolific breeding.”1

"Perhaps a median IQ of 80 for Italian, Portuguese, and Mexican school 
children in the cities of California would be a liberal estimate.”2

“The intelligence of the average negro is vastly inferior to that of the average 
white man. ... The intelligence of the American Indian has also been over-
rated, for mental tests indicate that it is not greatly superior to that of the 
average negro. Our Mexican population, which is largely of Indian extraction, 
makes little if any better showing."3

Who is the author of these highly offensive statements?   Lewis Terman, a prominent 
Eugenicist, and the namesake of Terman Middle School.

Eugenicists also deemed the following people genetically “unfit”:  Chinese, Korean Asians, 
Polish Jews, and Greeks.4

“Hitler and his henchmen victimized an entire continent and exterminated millions in his 
quest for a so-called Master Race. But the concept of a white, blond-haired, blue-eyed 
master race didn't originate with Hitler. The idea was created in the United States, and 
cultivated in California, decades before Hitler came to power. California eugenicists 
[through the Human Betterment Foundation that Jordan and Terman helped co-found] 
played an important, although little-known, role in the American eugenics movement's 
campaign for ethnic cleansing.”5

Lewis Terman, along with David Jordan, promoted the passage and enforcement of forced 
sterilization of these “unfit” U.S. citizens.  Through the advocacy of their Human Betterment 
Foundation, more than 60,000 men and women in 33 states were involuntarily sterilized.6

Our Values, Our Name
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Lewis Terman and David Starr Jordan do NOT represent the values of 21st 
Century Palo Alto and the mission of its Unified School District where: “every 
student has the opportunity and access to programs, practices, and 
personnel that will empower every child to attain his or her highest 
intellectual, creative, and social potential.” (PAUSD Superintendent Dr. Max 
McGee)

February 12, 2016, the PAUSD school board officially appointed a 
committee to review the names of all district schools, specifically mentioning 
Jordan and Terman.  The Palo Alto PTA Council (representing all 17 PAUSD 
schools), Jordan and Terman PTAs voted to support the committee review. 

There is a place for Lewis Terman in our history books, but not on our school 
walls, books, and the clothing proudly worn by our students.

When we tell our students we believe in every single one of them – their 
value, their potential, their dreams - our actions need to match our words.  
Otherwise, our words are empty and meaningless.

Nancy Krop
VP of Advocacy
Terman PTA 

1. The Measurement of Intelligence, 1916, pp. 91-92”
2. Mental and Physical Traits of a Thousand Gifted Children, Vol. 1, 

1925, p. 57)
3. http://www.nndb.com/people/478/000165980/
4. David Starr Jordan:  Prophet of Freedom, Chapter 3.1 Superior and 

Inferior Races’ by Historian and Rutgers History Professor Edward 
McNall Burns, 1953 (pp. 62, 65, 74)

5. http://www.sfgate.com/opinion/article/Eugenics-and-the-Nazis-the-
California-2549771.php

6. http://alumni.stanford.edu/get/page/magazine/article/?
article_id=40678
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Fifty years ago, no one 
could have predicted the jobs 
of today. And it’s likely to 
be the same for the jobs of 
tomorrow. Help your mid-
dle grader prepare for a 
world of change with 
these suggestions. 

Know how to learn 
Equip your child to 

pick up new skills as he 
goes. When he needs to figure 
something out, have him brain-
storm ways to get information or 
instructions that will help. This will 
teach him not to give up if his first idea 
doesn’t work. If he’s stuck on a science 
project, for example, he might consult 
library books, talk to an aunt in the field, 
or look online. 

Be information-smart
On the job, your middle schooler may 

need to analyze and understand large 
amounts of information. He can practice 
now when he reads material for classes. 
For instance, he should read with spe-
cific questions in mind—looking for 
the answers will keep him focused. Also, 

School (still) 
comes fi rst   
Spring is just around the 

corner! As the days warm up, your 
middle grader may be tempted to 
enjoy the weather instead of studying 
or going to school. Let her know you 
expect her to keep up her schoolwork 
and attendance. Discuss ways she 
could feel refreshed, like reorganizing 
her study space or doing homework 
outdoors. 

Late bloomer?
If your child isn’t developing as fast as 
his peers, he may feel self-conscious. 
Reassure him that his body will catch 
up. Share your experience—if he’s a 
late bloomer, it’s likely one of his par-
ents was, too. Then, suggest he focus 
on what he can control, such as staying 
healthy by eating well and exercising. 

A humble attitude 
Being humble makes it easier for your 
tween to accept feedback from teach-
ers and coaches and to ask others for 
assistance. Putting others’ needs first 
is one way to practice humility. For 
example, she might help a younger 
sibling with homework even if she’d 
rather watch YouTube videos. 

Worth quoting
“The way to get started is to quit talk-
ing and begin doing.” Walt Disney

Just for fun 
Q: What gets bigger the more you 
take from it? 

A: A hole. 

Ready for future careers 

making an outline of the important 
points could help him concentrate on 
the information that matters most.

Work with diverse groups 
Your child will likely collaborate with 

people very different from him at work. 
When he does group projects, point out 
that including people from other back-
grounds can make his team stronger 
since they’ll bring different viewpoints 
to the table. Also, encourage him to look 
for what he has in common with others. 
Classmates may be from different cul-
tures but have the same favorite school 
subject or enjoy similar hobbies.

Short
Stops

Standardized test success 
Your child will probably take standardized 

tests around this time of year. Here are help-
ful tips:   

 ■ Have your tween post the test schedule on your 
refrigerator so she’ll know the dates she’ll be tested 
on each subject.

 ■ Encourage your middle grader to pay close attention to directions. Many tests 
require students to go beyond filling in a bubble—she may be asked to show her 
work on a math problem or select two answers on a multiple-choice question. 

 ■ Even if a test is not timed, she should work steadily and avoid spending too 
much time on a single item so she doesn’t get frustrated. When she is finished, 
she can go back to skipped questions and also double-check her work.

Terman Middle School
Pier Angeli LaPlace, Principal
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As your child gets older, 
does it seem like the rules 
you have don’t fit anymore? 
Adjusting them can give her 
room to gain independence 
while still keeping her 
safe. Try these ideas.  

Pick priorities 
As kids get older, they tend to 

push boundaries. Some rules will be 
nonnegotiable, such as no drinking or 
smoking, and showing respect for 
others. Beyond those, decide what 
really matters to you at this age—
and stick to the rules you set. For exam-
ple, you might expect your tween to keep 
her bedroom neat and be okay with her 
wearing light makeup. On the other 
hand, another family may not consider 
a tidy room a priority but feel strongly 
about a no-makeup rule.

Get her input
Middle graders want to feel like they 

have some control over their lives. Involve 
your youngster in rule revisions. Perhaps 
she wants to decide when to do her chores 
as long as they’re finished by a certain 
time. Make it clear you’ll think over her 
ideas but that you have the final say. She’ll 

Creative projects
Encourage your tween to 
think outside the box for 

school projects. Approaching them 
in interesting ways can motivate him 
to work hard and create a finished 
product he’s proud of. Perhaps he’ll 
include a “Wanted” ad with a paper 
on an endangered species or a model 
to accompany a report on an archaeo-
logical site.

Spotlight on effort 
When your middle grader brings 
home a graded test or assignment, 
first ask what she learned rather than 
what grade she got. You’ll send the 
message that it’s not just her grades 
that count—it’s also the effort she 
puts into her education and what she 
gets out of it. Plus, her answer may 
lead to an interesting discussion. 

Dressed for success
Warmer weather means your child 
will start wearing lighter clothing. 
Together, go over the dress code in 
his student handbook so he knows 
what’s allowed. For instance, maybe 
he can’t wear “muscle shirts,” flip-
flops, or baseball caps in the building.

Worth quoting
“Somewhere, something incredible is 
waiting to be known.” Carl Sagan

Just for fun
Q: What do you call an old 
snowman?

A: Water! 

Updating the rules 

be more likely to cooperate if you listen, 
even if she doesn’t like your decision. 

Let her earn privileges 
Try granting more freedom when 

your child proves she can handle it. Say 
she wants her own smartphone or tablet. 
If you’re open to the idea, have her show 
that she can follow your Internet rules 
on the family computer or your phone. 
When you see that she chats only with 
people she knows, asks permission 
before downloading apps, and sticks to 
time limits, you could consider letting 
her have her own device.

Short
Stops

Dinnertime learning
Put learning on the dinner table with these 

fun suggestions: 
 ■ Hang a map in the kitchen. Talk about where 

your food is from, and point to the countries or 
states. Discuss why you think the food is grown 
or produced there (climate, altitude).

 ■ Play show-and-tell. Family members can take 
turns bringing interesting or unusual objects to the table. Set the item in the cen-
ter, and say what you think it is, where it came from, or what it could be used for. 

 ■ Discuss your day at work. Your child may hear how you managed multiple pri-
orities or handled computer glitches, for example. He’ll learn from your experi-
ences—and learn about your world, too.
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