
 
 

 

Letter from the Principal 
 

Dear Terman Community, 

 

Welcome to the first edition of TigerTalk for the 

2008-09 school year.  On behalf of the entire staff I 

welcome you to this new school year.  We are 

looking forward to a strong, positive school 

experience.  There are a number of new staff 

members this year.  There also were some structural 

upgrades done around school over the summer, 

including the new paving and striping in the parking 

lot.  Eight of our classrooms have a new FM sound 

system to help students better hear the teachers, and there are four more 

portable models of this sound system.  We thank the PTA for this marvelous 

gift. 

 

Please welcome two new English teachers, Lindsey Grall at the 8
th
 grade level 

and Karen Logue in 7
th
 grade.  LoriBeth Switzer will be teaching Drama and 

Public Speaking, and Nancy Green will be our new Resource Specialist for 7th 

graders.  Our new Choir Teacher is Elaine Guthrie.  Joining us for 8
th
 grade 

Social Studies and Leadership is Nicole Gross.  Greg Burroughs is joining our 

Math department in 7
th
 grade.  We have a new Special Day Class with Liz 

Washburn as teacher.  We have only one new face to our 6
th
 grade team, our 

counselor Bhavna Narula.  I hope you had a chance to meet all of these people 

at Back to School Nights on August 27 or September 3.      

 

TigerTalk is Terman Middle Schoolôs monthly newsletter produced by the 

PTA.  We hope you find TigerTalk a useful resource and you continue to use it 

as a source of information about what is going on at Terman Middle School. 

Please take advantage of the variety of communication tools we use.  TigerTalk 

is a hard copy print format sent home once a month with your students, usually 

during 6
th
 period.   Ask them to give it to you.  We will be announcing in the 

weekly eNews that TigerTalk has been sent home and to check backpacks 

for it.   We currently are considering an electronic version of TigerTalk in an 

effort to be more ñgreen,ò and after we review the parent surveys returned on 

Back to School Day, we will let you know the final decision.  You also may 

subscribe to our weekly eNews by going to our website and following the links.  

Terman staff can be emailed directly or you may call the school number 650-

856-9810.  We all try to answer our email or voice mail within 24 hours or as 

soon as we can.   

 

Terman has its very own active website, www.terman.pausd.org.  It has a new 

look this year, which we hope you will enjoy.  There is almost nothing you 

cannot find on the website. 

 

By the time you receive this newsletter, we should be at the end of the second 

week of school and will have had Back To School Nights on August 27 for the 

6
th
 grade and on September 3 for 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade.  We have this two night 

format as a convenience for parents, especially incoming 6
th
 graders.  Back-to-

School Night is a key activity in establishing a partnership with parents and 
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CALENDAR 

September 

Fri 5
th
 Terman Minimum Day  -  

  Dismissal at 12:20pm 

 

Mon 8
th
  After School Sports Practice Begins 

 

Mon 15
th
 Homework Habitat Opens 

 School Site Council Mtg., 3:30pm 

 

Wed 17
th
 Magazine Drive Assembly 

 Back to School Dinner, 5:30-7pm  

 PTA Meeting, 7:00-7:30pm 

 

Fri 19
th
 Summer Reading Pizza Party 

 

M-W 22
nd

-24
th 

 ERB Writing Assessment 

 

Tues 23
rd
  Magazine Sale Turn-in Day 

 

Wed 24
th
 Club Sign-up Day 

 

Tues 30
th
   Magazine Sale Turn-in Day 

 

 

October 
Fri 3

rd
 Principalôs Coffee, 7:45-8:30am 

 PTA Executive Board Mtg., 8:30am 

 

Sat 4
th
  Black & White Ball 

 

Mon 6
th
 Picture Make-up Day 

 

M-F 6
th
-10

th
  Intôl. Walk to School Week 

 

Tues 7
th
   Magazine Sale Turn-in Day 

 

Thu 9
th
  No School-Local Holiday 

 

Fri 10
th
 No School-Staff Development Day 

 
 

 

 

 

New!  Pullout Calendar on page 14. 
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families.  This was the opportunity to meet your studentôs teachers, 

experience a brief glimpse of the studentôs daily schedule, and hear from the 

teachers what the curriculum will be for the year. 

 

If you were unable to come on those evenings, please check with your 

studentôs teachers by using our website.  Teachers use a variety of methods 

to communicate with parents, such as a newsletter, InClass, or a simple 

weekly email bulletin to provide a link to the teacher and assignments.  

There always is the old-fashioned method of the telephone to contact 

teachers, as well. 

 

This year, we are introducing our new Tiger Cub Camp for 6
th
 graders.  Last 

spring the community indicated through a district survey that transition from 

5
th
 to 6

th
 grade should be a focus.  This summer, our 6

th
 grade staff planned 

and organized a thorough orientation program for new 6
th
 graders that will 

integrate them into the Terman community.  During planned activities in the 

first seven days of school, we expect to create a community that will 

maximize learning and provide students with essential skills they need in 

order to be successful.  

  

This year we asked parents to spend some time with your students 

reviewing the Parent Handbook sent home in early August, as well as the 

front pages of the ñBinder Reminderò your student received the first day of 

school.   In fact, many of you would have signed that you did review it.  

Please refer to the Handbook when you have questions about school policies 

and rules. 

 

Our school focus this year will be building social kindness at Terman using 

our vision statement, available in the Parent Handbook and the student 

ñBinder Reminder.ò   During the first several weeks of school, the staff will 

be working with all three grade levels on strategies to promote social 

kindness here at Terman.   

 

Our first Site Council meeting will be September 15.  We will be reviewing 

our new site plan for 2008-09 and discussing projects for this year.  

Homework Habitat starts on September 15.  The first day of practice for 

After School Sports is September 8, and games begin the week of 

September 15. 

 

At Terman we schedule ñParent Visitation Daysò throughout the school 

year.   These organized visits are a special way for parents to see classrooms 

as they are day to day. The scheduled days can be found in the calendar 

section of the Parent Handbook.  Our first Parent Visitation Day of the year 

is scheduled for Wednesday, October 15.  On a ñParent Visitation Day,ò 

parents are welcome to visit classes at Terman.  We ask that people start 

their visit by coming to the office to check in and receive a visitorôs badge, a 

map, and a schedule of classes and teachers.  Parents then are free to visit 

any classroom, except those where you see a sign indicating testing is taking 

place.  Since teaching and learning must take the top priority, we ask that 

parents not engage the teacher or students in conversation unless invited to 

do so.  You might even visit a class where you are included in the activity.  

When the visitation is complete, we ask people to return to the office and 

sign out. 

 

If none of the visitation days work with your schedule, please call one of 

our counselors, Bhavna Narula (6
th
 grade), Michele Chin (7th grade), or 

Melanie Blaskower (8
th
 grade) to arrange a different time to visit.  All visits, 

other than Parent Visitation Days, must be prescheduled. (Note: This may 

be different from what people are used to at elementary schools, but it  

 

(continued on page 3) 

TigerTalk  

 
TigerTalk is published monthly during the school year by 

the nonprofit Parent Teacher Association of Terman Middle 

School. 

 

 Principal Carmen Giedt 

 PTA President Leslie Fiedler 

 Executive Vice Pres. Jan Rossi 

 Editor Sharon Dally 

 Distribution Laura Nicolls 

 

 

To Submit Articles for Publication: 

Email stories relating to the PTA and its activities to Sharon 

Dally 

 

Email stories relating to academic or after-school activities 

to the Principal. 

 

Please submit all materials in electronic format.  For items 

that are not easily digitized, please contact the editor for 

instructions.  Only items announcing PTA or PAUSD 

sponsored activities may be included.  All submissions are 

subject to editing for space and content. 

 

Information in this newsletter is provided as a community 

service.  The mention of any business, service, or 

organization in this newsletter does not imply endorsement 

by the Terman PTA or the PAUSD. 

 

 

Next Issue 
Submission Deadline: September 19 

Publication Date: October 2 

 

 

 

eNews 
The Terman Middle School eNews is a weekly email-based 

service. It provides timely announcements and reminders of 

school events and school news.  To subscribe or 

unsubscribe, send an email to: 

 

majordomo@laki.pausd.palo-alto.ca.us with the following: 

 

subject: subscribe (unsubscribe) 

 

body of message: subscribe (unsubscribe) terman-pta-yyyy 

 

 where yyyy = 2011 for 6th Grade eNews 

  2010 for 7th Grade eNews 

  2009 for 8th Grade eNews 

 

 

 

Parent Network 
To join the online yahoo group, send an email to the parent 

network chair, Aarti Johri. 
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PTA Presidentôs Letter 
 

After what we hope was a fun and relaxing summer, itôs time to 

get back to reality.  As the new school year begins, your kids 

should be bringing home their first assignments and settling into 

a routine. 

 

The PTA is off and running, thanks to the many parent 

volunteers who offered their time and talents to start the year off 

with Back to School Day.  In that spirit of community 

volunteerism, we are hoping to get even more parents to 

volunteer at Terman.  Sending money is wonderful, needed, and 

appreciated, but contributing personal time to Terman is even 

more valuable in the long run.  We are setting personal goals for 

this year that include more parent engagement at Terman.  How 

can we do this?  Well, first we need you to give the PTA 

feedback about how you think we can improve Terman.  How 

can we be more accountable?  How shall PTA funds be spent at 

Terman?  How can we make middle school a positive 

experience for all?  Although Terman is a great school, we want 

to make it even better! 

 

One idea under consideration is to hold ñTown Hallò meetings 

to facilitate an open dialogue with our members.  If you have 

other ideas, please let us know! 

 

The current PTA calendar of events is included in this edition of 

TigerTalk, as well as on the beautifully refurbished Terman 

website (kudos to teacher/webmaster Carol Bly).  We wanted to 

highlight some important upcoming events as follows: 

 

Wednesday, September 17 is the Back to School Dinner 

(5:30-7:00 p.m.) & the first PTA  General Meeting (7:00-7:30 

p.m.) of this year!  This is a great time for you to bring your 

entire family to meet other Terman families and teachers 

informally, as well as participate as an active member of the 

Terman PTA.  Dinner order forms were included in the Back to 

School packet.  Additional order forms are available in the 

school office, or you are welcome to bring your own picnic 

dinner.  See page 8 for more details.  During the brief PTA 

meeting which follows the dinner, the membership will vote on 

the PTA budget and events for the year, so this is your chance to 

help set the direction of the PTA.  Please stay these extra 30 

minutes to voice your opinions and vote! 

 

Fri day, October 3, 7:45 ï 8:30 a.m. is the first Principalôs 

Coffee.  We are hoping to change this format a bit by asking 

Carmen to speak on a specific topic of interest to middle school 

parents.  Please stay tuned for news on the subject she will 

address at this first coffee discussion.  If you have ideas for 

future Principalôs Coffees, please send them to us. 

 

In case you are wondering about the annual Terman Carnival , 

this fun event was moved to Fri day, October 24 this year to 

spread out the various social events at Terman, as well as to tie 

it in to a Halloween theme.  Please stay tuned for more 

information and volunteer opportunities in the October edition 

of TigerTalk. 

 

Help us build a great Terman community for our students, 

parents, and staff by getting involved this year.  Please donôt 

hesitate to contact either of us if you have any questions, 

comments, or suggestions.  

 

 

Leslie Fiedler  Jan Rossi 

PTA President  PTA Executive Vice President 

 

 

Letter from the Principal (continued from page 2) 

 

includes visits during brunch, lunch, or those last few minutes at the end of  the day.)  Visitors (and that includes parents) must always 

check in at the office and pick up a visitorôs badge anytime you come to school.   

 

Students must have their cell phones in the OFF position from 8:05 a.m. to 3:05 p.m. We ask parents not to call or text their students 

during the school day on their cell phones.  This encourages them to have their cell phones on when the policy is to have them OFF 

from 8:05 to 3:05 every school day.  The office is happy to take messages and students are welcome to use the phone in the office if 

they need to call home. 

 

We encourage and welcome volunteers at school to help out in various ways.  There are many opportunities, including in the library, 

vision, hearing, and scoliosis screenings, field trips, and various PTA jobs.   Please take time to read the Volunteer Policy published in 

our Parent Handbook.  Check the weekly eNews and TigerTalk for volunteer opportunities. 

 

Thank you all for your support and good wishes as we start a new school year.  Listen to your students, know where they are and who 

their friends are and stay in touch with school. 

 

Sincerely, 

Carmen M. Giedt 
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Terman and Gunn Crosstown Shuttle 
Route Change  
 

Beginning on August 25, 2008, the Palo Alto Cross-town shuttle 

extension to the Ventura neighborhood, Terman Middle School, 

Gunn High School, and the VA Hospital will be discontinued. 

The route will be replaced with expanded service on VTA 

Community Bus Line 88. The VTA will operate Line 88 along 

Louis Road, Charleston Road and Arastradero Road from 6 a.m. 

to 6 p.m. weekdays. In addition, there will be limited bell time 

service on Line 88M and Line 88L from the Midtown and 

Ventura neighborhoods along Loma Verde, Waverley, East 

Meadow, West Meadow and El Camino Way, and Arastradero 

Road to the schools. The important thing to know about the Line 

88 bus is that it will serve Terman with at least three buses in 

the a.m. and p.m.  However, two of the p.m. buses will run to 

serve the Gunn bell times which are different from Terman's. 

 

The Community Bus fares are $.50 for youths and $1.00 for 

adults. For more information go to 

http://www.vta.org/schedules/SC_88.html or call VTA 

Customer Service at 1-800-894-9908. 

 
 

Transportation Update 
 

Thank you to all of you who are using the bus, car-pooling, 

biking, or walking to school.  This year we are having a traffic 

back-up in the afternoon.  We would like to request that those 

people driving (hopefully car-pooling) consider alternatives to 

coming into the main parking lot.  Alternatively, traffic is 

greatly reduced by 10 minutes after school is out.  Simply 

delaying car pick-up for these few minutes makes a large 

difference for the safety of our students. 

 

Buses leave promptly 10 minutes after school is out.  They do 

not wait for any student.  Students must take responsibility to be 

sure that they are on the bus in time. 

 
 
Problem: Not Enough Bus Passes 
Temporary Solution: Carpool 
 

Would people who were unable to purchase a Nixon-Terman 

ñZò or ñJò bus route pass be interested in carpooling between 

Nixon and Terman this semester?  If yes, please sign up at the 

Terman office (see Veronica).  The District Transportation 

office says that all the buses are full, so those of us counting on 

the bus are looking for alternatives to single car commuting to 

and from school.  If you are interested in carpooling, please note 

your preferred pick-up/drop off location on or near the Stanford 

Campus, along with your name, phone number, and email. 

 

Alternatively, you may contact Lori Delp regarding carpooling 

interest from Nixon to Terman. 

 

Magazine Sale 
 
Our annual Magazine Sale will begin soon.  This is the only 

school-wide fundraiser that we will participate in.  The money 

raised goes into the student council accounts, which are used to 

pay for intramural sports, clubs, student activities, and other 

student related items. 

 

The kick-off assemblies will be on Wednesday, September 17.  

The three turn-in days will be September 23, September 30, and 

October 7.  Prize distribution days are scheduled for September 

24, October 1, and October 8 

 

Students will NOT be collecting money.  Students will turn in 

order forms only, and customers will be billed later.  

Alternatively, you can place orders on-line at www.qsp.com.  

Enter Terman's school ID number which is 425027506.  After 

placing your order, print your confirmation page, and turn it in 

on turn-in day for your prizes. 

 

Parent help is needed to tally orders on turn-in days 

and hand out prizes on prize days.  Please contact 

Leisa Waschura to volunteer. 

 

 
From the Health Office 
 

Greetings, I am excited to be working at Terman again this year 

as the Health Technician. 

 

Health tech hours are Monday, Tuesday, and Friday 9:30 a.m. to 

2:00 p.m. and Wednesday 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.  My job is to 

assist students who are injured or become ill during the school 

day, as well as assisting the district nurse in caring for students 

with specific health needs. 

 

If your child needs medication (even over the counter 

medication) during the school day, school district forms must be 

filled out and attached to the emergency card in order for us to 

safely administer them.  Also, if your child has a chronic health 

condition like asthma, seizures, diabetes or severe allergies, 

school district forms must be on file at school just as soon as 

possible.  The school district medication and health forms are 

available on the PAUSD web site or may be picked up at school 

in the office. 

 

Looking forward to working with you and your student this year 

at Terman! 

 

Mary Ganschow 

(856-9810) 
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Principalôs Coffee 
October 3rd, 2008 
 

Come and meet the Principal, Carmen 

Giedt and the Assistant Principal, Steven 

Gallagher at the Principal's Coffee, 7:45 

ï 8:30 a.m. in the Café.   

 

It is a great way for you (especially the 6th grade parents) to 

start a new school year, meet other parents informally, and 

enjoy a hot chocolate with your kids.  

 

Kids are more than welcome to attend if accompanied by a 

parent. Remember they have to be in their classrooms by 8:10 

a.m. so come on early!! 

 

This year, we hope to focus on specific topics of interest so 

parents get the most out of this face-to-face time.  Please send 

the PTA Co-Presidents your ideas for issues you would like 

Carmen to address. 

 

 
 

Back To School Packet Assembly 
Thank You Volunteers!  
 

Thanks to the over two dozen parents, former Terman students, 

and current Terman student volunteers who helped assemble the 

Back to School packets that you received in August.  We 

assembled, labeled, and sealed over 700 packets in under two 

hours!  Thank you to everyone that assisted, I couldnôt have 

done it without you. 

 

Mary Anne Hanson 

Back To School Packet Coordinator 

 

Sign Up with eScrip and Schoolpop! 
 

PTA serves our school, students and their families in many 

different ways.  Our annual budget is usually between $80,000 

and $100,000 depending on the needs of the school.  Only a 

small fraction of the budget comes from the PTA membership 

dues and therefore, the PTA has to make up the difference 

through a variety of fundraising activities.  Merchant rebate is 

one of the vehicles PTA employs to raise money for its 

programs and activities. 

 

The best thing about merchant rebate is that it does not require 

you to make a direct contribution to the PTA.  Many Bay Area 

and national merchants (for example, Safeway and Barnes & 

Noble) make contributions to Terman PTA through eScrip or 

Schoolpop.  Every time you shop at a participating store, these 

merchants contribute an amount equal to a percentage of your 

purchase.   You can find out what stores participate in eScrip or 

Schoolpop by visiting their website listed below.  

 

This is such an easy way to contribute that everyone should do 

it!  To sign up, just go to eScrip and/or Schoolpopôs website, 

provide the information needed, designate Terman PTA as the 

recipient of the merchant contributions by entering the Terman 

PTAôs ID number listed below, and you are done! 

 

eScrip:  http://www.escrip.com ID# 5995451 

Schoolpop: http://www.schoolpop.com ID# 120872 

 

Thanks for your support! 

 

Grace Yu 

eScrip Chairperson 

 

 

 
2008-09 Terman Teaching Teams 
 

8
th
 grade 4 person team 

Jim Cox ï Science 

Nicole Gross ï Social Studies 

Becky Rea ï Math 

Lindsey Grall ï English 

 

8
th
 grade 5 person team 

Tammy Juarez ï Science 

Paul Jorgens ï Math 

Maureen Duffy ï English 

Rich DeFrancesco ï PE 

Ross Helsaple ï Social Studies 

 

7
th
 grade 4 person team 

Greg Burroughs ï Math 

Robin Young-Amesï Science 

Tracey Berliner ï English 

Victoria Blockhus ï Social Studies 

 

7
th
 grade 5 person team 

Martin Vetter ï Social Studies 

Cherish Fernando ï Math 

Aileen Delaney ï PE 

Karen Logue ï English 

Beth Carlson ï Science 

 

6
th
 grade teams 

Annie Yount & Cathy Do 

Lori Lester & Ingrid Diether 

Joanne Maher & Keith Casey 

Pauline Rodriguez & Suganthi     

 Subramanian 

 
 

The Juana Run is a running race that Terman PTA puts 

on in conjunction with the Gunn Sports Boosters and 

Cross country team. Last yearôs race earned $5000+ for 

Terman.   

 

If you did not fill out and return your Juana Run 

volunteer form, please contact Karen Saxena to let her 

know how you would like to help or to get another copy 

of the form. We especially need help with promoting 

the race, design work, and contacting sponsors, but 

there are many other areas that involve many different 

talents and don't require any meetings to attend.   

 

This yearôs race will take place on February 28, 2009. 
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    Ten Core Attributes of Children Who Thrive 

 
 

 

 
We all want our children to thrive and yet, it seems more of a 

challenge than ever in todayôs world. They are growing up more 

influenced by peer culture and media than on family style and 

values. Their sense of assertiveness sometimes turns to 

aggression and their sense of themselves often sounds 

disrespectful. What can parents do to help their children grow 

into successful, healthy adults? 

 

Parents need to remember that they are still parents and children 

actually need them ïjust in a different way. When children are 

asked what they need from parents they respond, ñSit next to me 

and watch a movie together,ò ñStop being so busy and talk to 

me.ò This sounds easier than it really is. In the beginning, your 

child may not respond to a change in parent behavior. It takes 

persistence and purpose. But donôt give up. 

 

What we are really trying to do as parents is help children 

develop a stronger inner sense of themselves. In order to do this 

they need certain fundamental skills. We parents need to help 

them achieve these skills: 

 

1. Mood Mastery ï Model specific ways to soothe intense 

emotional states ï anxiety, fear, and anger. 

2. Respect ï Be clear about expectations and know how 

to follow through with reasonable consequences when 

they are not met. 

3. Expressiveness ï Match your communications to a 

childôs particular preferences, including 

communicative style, most accessible time of day and 

degree of directness that can be tolerated. 

4. Passion ï Know the ways to encourage love of learning 

ï praising appropriately, dealing with disappointment, 

competitiveness and perfectionism. 

5. Peer Smarts ï Teach a child to trust his or her feelings 

about friends, to try active solutions to relationship 

problems and to walk away when nothing works. 

6. Focus ï Organize activities ï number, duration and 

complexity ï that allow kids to stick with tasks and to 

succeed. 

7. Body Comfort ï Help a child accept the way he or she 

looks ï to think but not obsess about it, to avoid 

struggles around food and to avoid sexual attitudes that 

affect self-image. 

8. Caution ï Be open and directive enough that children 

will seek guidance before first-time events and not be 

afraid to discuss difficulties afterward. 

9. Team Intelligence ï Teach kids the basic laws of group 

dynamics, so that they can function well with others 

without losing their individuality. 

10. Gratitude ï Understand how to instill healthy 

appreciation and nurture the roots of spirituality. 

 

It is our job, as parents, to help our children learn to know 

themselves and to develop their core selves. It is our 

responsibility to stand for something. We are in a struggle with 

the outside world as to who will connect with our childrenôs 

core selves. Will it be mothers and fathers or peers and media? 

 

Taken from Ron Taffel, PhD, 

Nurturing Good Children Now 

 

 

 

Margaret Murchan, LCSW 

ACS Program Director 

 

 

Adolescent Counseling Services is a community non-profit, 

which provides vital counseling services on seven secondary 

campuses at no charge to students and their families. To learn 

more about our services please visit the ACS website at 

www.acs-teens.org or call Margaret Murchan at ACS at (650) 

424-0852, ext. 102.  ACS relies on the generosity of community 

members to continue offering individual, family, and group 

counseling to over 1,500 individuals annually.  ACS provides 

critical interventions and mental health services, building a 

better future for tomorrow. If you are interested in helping to 

support our efforts, do not hesitate to call to make a donation. It 

goes a long way in helping teenagers find their way! 
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Are You Looking for More Drama in  
Your Life?!   

Come to the auditions for the Terman Fall Play hosted by 
Palo Alto Childrenôs Theatre. 
 

Show title:  To be determined (non-musical) 

 

Audition dates:   Tues. Oct. 14
th
 & Wed. Oct. 15

th
 

                            Terman Café after school 

 

Rehearsal dates:   Fri. Oct. 17
th 

- Wed. Nov. 19
th 

                              Tues.-Friday 3:15-5:30
                                           

 
(excluding holidays) 

 

 Location: 

 Oct. 17
th 

- Nov. 11
th
 at Terman 

 Nov. 12
th 

- 19
th
 at Childrenôs Theatre 

 

Performances:   Thurs. Nov. 20
th
 7:30 

                           Fri. Nov. 21
st
 4:30 and 7:30 

                           Sat. Nov. 22
nd

 2:30 

 All performances at Childrenôs Theatre 

 

This is a great opportunity for all students to be in a professional 

production!  Carpooling will be available for rehearsals at the 

theatre. 

 

Questions? 

Nancy Campbell    Donna Kruep 

National PTA Reflections Program 
 

The National PTA Reflections Program is an arts achievement 

and recognition program for students.  It provides opportunities 

for students to express their artistic interests and talents.  

Terman PTA is sponsoring entries in Literature, Musical 

Composition, Photography, and Visual Arts this school year. 

The theme for 2008-09 is ñWow!ò 

Participation in the Reflections Program is organized by school 

grade.  Student works are critiqued against others in the same 

grade division.  This allows entries to be judged against works 

by students in similar developmental age and skill levels.  The 

division Terman students will be placed in is Middle/Junior 

Grades 6-8 or age 11-13.  To find out more about Reflections, 

visit www.capta.org/sections/programs/reflections.cfm.   

Interested students should pick up an entry packet at the Terman 

office.  The packet contains entry rules and an entry form.  The 

submission deadline is October 15, 2008.  The best five entries 

in each category will be forwarded to the PTA Council of Palo 

Alto in early November.  After a second round of judging, 

selected works will be forwarded to the 6
th
 District, then to the 

California State PTA, and finally to National PTA in March, 

2008.  Please encourage your student to participate and use this 

opportunity to showcase their talents and interests in arts.   

Grace Yu 

Reflections Program Chair 

 
 
 Back to School Day a Huge Success! 

 

Thank you to a dedicated crew of parent and staff volunteers who made Back-to-School Day 

on August 25
th
 a smoother process this year.  Led by Tracy Stevens, they included Mary Anne 

Hanson, Francoise Debost, Catherine Hendricks, Sharon Dally, Leslie Fiedler, Duncan 

MacMillan, Grace Yu, Pam Rasmussen, Karen Marvin, Becky Thomas, Lisa Schmidt, Donna 

Kruep, Gioia Allegretti, Betty Carlson, Pamela Diken, Angie Shelton, Linda Lingg, Pam 

Wicks, Vicki Dempsey, Gabriela Hessen-Schmidt, Karen Saxena, Jan Rossi, and Wynn 

Hausser.   

 

The Green Team table was manned by Diane Vernon and Leslie Dorosin, while Kathryn 

Latour and Ruth Harris ran the Bike Safety area.  They were assisted by Jeff Dean and Kathy 

Durham (from the City of Palo Alto).  Representing the Palo Alto Police Department were 

Susie Ord, Officer Dave, and four police department volunteers. 

 

Terman students Ally R., Molly M., Justine S., and Jenny D. provided tours.  Also helping out 

were Gunn students Taylor M. and Matthew W.   

 

We also want to acknowledge the Terman staff members who assisted with locker selection 

and paperwork processing:  Steve Gallagher, Eileen Chang, Becky Rea, Veronica Melero, 

Linda Linebarger, and Joy Helsaple. 

 

Our apologies if we have inadvertently omitted any names.  Our deepest thanks to everyone for 

helping out! 

  

Terman PTA 
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Preguntas al PTA?  

Contacta a:  

Leslie Fiedler  

 Ó  Jan Rossi    

 

Your Family Is Invited to the Annual  

Terman Back - to - School Dinner  
 

5:30 - 7:00 pm   Visit with Terman families and staff! Enjoy delicious  

                    Burritos from Rojoz Gourmet Wraps.  
 ($7.00/person: includes your cho ice of a chicken, steak, or a classic veggie Gourmet Wrap,  

   tortilla chips & salsa, cookie, and a drink) Order forms are available       

in the office.   

 

7:00 - 7:30 pm   Terman PTA meeting in the  

Café to approve the budget and the 

2008/09 calendar.  

 

 

  -------------------------------------------------------------  

Su familia está invitada a la  

Cena del regreso a la escuela  
 

5:30 - 7:00 pm   Visita con familias y empleados de Terman! Disfrute  

                   burritos deliciosos de òRojoz Gourmet Wrapsó 
         ($7.00/persona: incluye su selección de un burrito de pollo, bistec, ó vegetariano clásico,  

          totopos y salsa, galleta, y una bebida)    

 

7:00 - 7:30  pm    
Junta de la asociacion de Padres y Maestros òPTAóen el Café 

para aprobar el presupuesto, el calendario, y una reunion para pedir ideas 

para mejorar la comunidad 2008-09. 

 
 

 

Wednesday 

September 17th, 2008  

5:30 - 8:00 p.m.  

Friday, September 15th, 2006  

   5:30 - 8:00 pm  

 

 

 

 

PTA Questions ? Contact: 

Leslie Fiedler OR 

Jan Rossi  

Miércoles  

17 de septiembre, 2008  
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Terman Parents:  Palo Alto Partners in Education Needs Your Support! 
 
 

 
 
Palo Alto Partners in Education (PiE)  is a non -profit 501(c) 3  foundation dedicated to supporting Palo Alto public 
schools. Our mission is to partner with parents, Palo Alto Unified School District and the local, extended community to 
raise funds for enhancing educational excellence for every student in the district.  We are the only non -district source 
for funding staff  at schools and we raise funds for educational initiatives deemed high priority by principals, teachers, 

key district personnel, and parents.  
 
This school year Terman will receive over $94,000 from Pal o Alto Partners in Education to fund the following critical 

staffing  needs:  
 
 Additional courses and enrichment activities (i.e., public speaking, Staying on Top)  
 Student support (i.e., counseling and psychologist)  

 Homework  Habitat  

What is new at PiE for th e 2008 - 09 Campaign?  
 
This year, our ñPiE Makes a Differenceò campaign is raising funds for three educational priorities deemed essential by 
our middle school principals:  
 

 Additional courses and enrichment  in the arts, world language, reading, writing, math , and organizational 
skills  

 Student support  via character development programs, transition programs for entering 6th graders and 
graduating 8th graders, and advisory programs  

 Technology integration into the curriculum  through mentors who help teachers use technology as an 
instructional tool in core academic classes.  

Why is it important for you to make a donation?  

 PiE is the  only  nonprofit organization devoted exclusively to raising money for all PAUSD schools. Only PiE 
contributions can fund additional teac hers and staff.  Funds from PTA and Measure A cannot.  

 PiE dollars are allocated on a per student basis  so every child throughout our school district benefits.  

How can you help?  

Please help us continue to serve our school, district, and children by giving as generously as you can to PiE. We are 
asking $650 for each child you have enrolled in the school district, but donations OF ANY AMOUNT  are welcome and 
needed.  

 Look for the letter in your Terman back - to -school packet or donate online at www.papie.org  

 Participate in PiEôs exciting new Challenge Grant : Every  dollar donated above  the $650 ask per student will 
be matched dollar for dollar  by a $125,000  "Above and Beyond" Challenge Grant supported by PiE Board 
members. Donations must be received by October 15 , 2008  to be eligible.  

 All donations are 100% tax deductible.  
 Ask if your employer offers a company matching gift program and increase your donation.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact one of your Terman PiE representatives:  

 Michelle (Bu llwinkle) Morgan  
 Shobana Sw amy  

PiE owes its success to parents like you; thank you for your support!  

 

Michelle and Shobana  
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Community Notices 
 
Notice of Public Hearing: Textbooks/instructional materials 

PAUSD Board Meeting on Tue. Sep. 9, 6:30pm, will include a 

Public Hearing relative to certification, per Ed Code §60119, 

that students have sufficient textbooks and/or instructional 

materials for 2008-09 

 
 

ParentEd:  "Seducing Our Teens: The Media's 

Manipulation of Our Youth"  

Speaker: Peter DeBenedittis, PhD, author of "Stranger in Your 

Living Room:  How Media Hurts Children." 

Tue. Sep. 16, Board Room, 25 Churchill, 7pm. 

Sponsored by Palo Alto Drug & Alcohol Community 

Collaborative (PADACC).  

 

(Full flyer of the event:  

palylink.paloaltopta.org/docs/080916seducingourteens.pdf) 

 
 

Play the Internet Search Game, and Learn to Find It Fast 

Want to be a Super Internet Searcher? Come learn, from an 

expert from Google, the fastest, most effective way to find what 

you're searching for on the Net, by playing a special Internet 

Hunt game.  Learn 10 amazingly good ways to get to what 

you're looking for and have a blast playing the game. 

Sun. Sep. 21, Museum of American Heritage, 1-3pm $30 

(members $25). Ages 10 and up.  

Registration, www.moah.org/education 

Info: 321-1004, admin@moah.org 

 

 

24th Annual Palo Alto Weekly Moonlight Run & Walk  

Fri., Sep. 12.  Baylands Athletic Center 

5K walk 7:15pm, 10K run 8:15pm, 5K run 8:45pm 

Info: www.paloaltoonline.com/moonlight_run 

Volunteers needed from 6-10pm; t-shirt and pizza provided 

Email Rachel Palmer, rpalmer@paweekly.com, 326-8210 

 
 

23rd Annual Palo Alto Weekly Short Story Contest 

Deadline to Enter is October 3, 2008 

Info: www.paloaltoonline.com or call Rachel Palmer 326-8210 

 

 
Cyber Bullying Discussion 
James Tait, a senior from Santa Clara University, will be 

speaking about his experience as a target of cyber bullying in 

middle school that lasted six months and forced him to change 

schools.  His mother will address the impact this experience had 

on their family.  We will also show ñAdinaôs Deckò, a 30 

minute film about cyber bullying.  Debbie Heimowitz, the co-

director, who has received many awards (and a graduate student 

at Stanford in the Learning, Design & Technology Masters 

program in the School of Education), will be discussing the film 

and answering questions. 

 

Wednesday, Sep 24, 2008 - meeting is 7 to 9 pm.  Hospitality 

begins at 6:45pm.  Covington Elementary School Multi, 205 

Covington Rd, Los Altos. 

 

This parent education event is sponsored by the SELPA 1 CAC 

(www.selpa1cac.org)  All of our events are free and open to 

anyone who feels they might benefit.  No registration is 

necessary.  

 

 

PTA Treasurerôs Report 
 

I hope you all had a great summer break and are ready to begin another fantastic year with Terman and the PTA.  Attached to this 

newsletter (pages 12 and 13) is the proposed 2008-09 PTA Budget with explanation for your review.  I will present this at the first 

PTA meeting on September 17, 2008.  There may be amendments at that time to reflect new information that has come up since it 

received preliminary approval in May.  So please plan to attend the meeting right after the Back-to-school dinner to render your vote 

on the budget and other issues. 

 

Also included in this issue of TigerTalk is the financial summary for the last year 2007-08 (page 11).  We had an incredible year.  The 

PTA wishes to extend heartfelt thanks to the chairs of all programs last year and in particular to those who not only donated their time 

to run the programs but also did not submit their expenses to be reimbursed.   

 

I look forward to working with all of you again this year. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Daisy A. Zook 

PTA Treasurer 

http://www.selpa1cac.org/


TigerTalk ï September 2008                                                                                                                    Page 11 



 

Page 12                                                                                                                     TigerTalk ï September 2008 

 

 

 

 


