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Music Teachers Scholarship Conce
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April TigerTalkPosted Online
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Cotillion Begins, 7:30pm
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Letter from the Principal
Dear TermarCommunity,

TermanTigerTalkis stepping into the Zcentury

with this edition. TigerTalkis now almost exclusively
ontline through the PTA website (accessed through
the Terman website). While this moigetaken to be
mo r e i, gse less papeandbe kinder tathe
environment, we also are hoping that more families
will be readingTigerTalksince we have changed the
delivery mode from middle school student telime
access. We will continue to send out notices that a new editibigefTalkis
realy to read, and we will continue to offer a paper copy in the office or by
mail as you wish.

Terman also hit the news several weeks ago regarding backpacks in the
classroom. We are enforcing a policy that has been in place for several years
now regardinghe storage of backpacks in student lockers. There is a locker
available for every student on campus, thanks to the generosity tifcal
community Lockers at all of the secondary schools were funded by a
previously approved bond measure.

Backpacksn the classrooms are a safety hazard, especially in the event of an
emergency evacuation. The same is true about leaving backpacks outside the
classrooms, which is also a security issue. Thk@is the very real health

issue about carrying around eavily laden backpack on a young developing
spine.

Students should use their lockers to store their backpacks and materials they do
not need. Itis important thats parentsyou know that there is a break every

two periods, before school, brunch, lurarid after school. We are building
organizational skills by having students determine what materials they will

need for their classes. Palo Alto schools are fortunate in that we have the
resources to give every student a copy of their textbooks to hheene as

well as full class sets in the classroonfhisresource means that our students

do not need to transport heavy text books back and forth from home to school,
andlessens the burden for every student.

Most of the students do use their lockerstore their backpacks. The students
have responded very positively to following school policy in this area. We
really see very few backpacks lying about in the halls or the classrooms.

The 8" graders have submitted their course requests for high Isemabour

staff soon will be visiting  graders at the local elementary schools. There are
several parent meetings scheduled fdggade parents during the next few
months.

Our 6" and 7' grade students received a course catalog before the February
break to take home and discuss with parents. Elective Request forms for next
y e a "and & graders must be completed and returned to the Terman office
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TigerTalk

TigerTalkis published monthly during the school
year by the nonprofit Parent Teacher Association
Terman Middle School.

Principal Carmen Giedt
PTA President Leslie Fiedler
Executive Vice Pres. Jan Rossi
Editor Sharon Dally
Distribution Laura Nicolls

Information in this newsletter is provided as a
community service. The mention of any business
service, or organization in this newsletter does no
imply endorsement by the Terman PTA or the
PAUSD.

To ReceiveTigerTalk:

TigerTalkis posted on the PTA website at
www.terman.paloaltopta.orgTo receive email
notification when new issues are posted, please
subscibe to Terman eNews (see below). Printed
copies ofTigerTalkare available for pickup in the
school office. To have printed copies mailed to
your home each month, please complete the sign
form found on the PTA website.

To Submit Articles for Publication:
Email stories relating to the PTA and its activities
the editorat termantATyahodOTcom

Email stories relating to academicaiterschool
activities to the pncipal atcgiedATpausdOTorg.

Please submit all materials in electronic former
items that are not easily digitized, please contact
editor for instructions. Only items announcing PT,
or PAUSD sponsored activities may be included.
All submissions are subject to editing for space an
content.

Next Issue: Submission Deadline March 30
Publication Date: April 8

A Note About eMail Addresses:

In order to keep email addresses from being targe
by spambots, the @ symbol has been replaced by
fi A Tadd the dot has been replacedibp O T o
email an address listed TgerTak, simply reverse
these substitutions.

eNews

The Terman eNews is a weekly eradlsed
service. It provides timely announcements and
reminders of school events and school neWs.
subscribgor unsubscribg visit
www.terman.pausd.org/enews.html

Terman Parent Network

To join the online yahoo group, send an email to
parent network chair, Aarti Johri at
aarti_johrAThotmaiDOTcom
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by the end of the day on February 27. It is important that you review the course
catalog with youstudent. A parent signature is required on the elective form

Our goal is to assign students at least one of their first two choices in electives.
Some choices, especially ydang classes such as band, orchestra, or a world
language may lock owither elective choices. It is important to remember that
Direct Instruction is a three year choice program and does constitute a choice

like an elective. This in turn affects elective choicesafd &' grade. As a
small middle school, we simply dwt have the flexibility with the master
schedule that is available at a larger school.

We hope you discussed the Elective Selection Form with your student and made
thoughtful choices. We do our best to offer and place students in their elective
chadces. Our master schedule will not be developed until later in the year and is

determinedn partby student requests for electives.

Recently, ve have asked students not to bring cameras to school. The current

proliferation of digital pictures andd&os is putting individual privacy at risk.

Students are downloading pictures to social networking websites like Facebook

and MySpace, not realizing that now they have lost control of that picture.

There are new state laws regarding cyber bullying, auakeats could easily find
themselves at risk of breaking the law. We ask that you, as parents, keep in
touch with your children and know WHERE they are going on the internet and if
they are downloading pictures and videos. With camera phones, an innocent
photoor videoat a slumber party can be downloaded to a hosting website such

as MySpace or YouTuband then it is very publiand availabléo anyone who

is looking on the internet. Digital pictures can be altered to hardly resemble the

original photo o even to impersonate someone else entirely. Be cautious.

We suggest that parents explore

parents to stay in touch with thaitudents.

Pl ease donot hesitate to contact

Sincerely,
Carmen M. Giedt

Save the Date

How is My Middle SchoolerReally Doing?

Terman Café
Wednesday, April 15, 7:088:30 p.m.

A live panel presentation and discussion
Featuring counselors from PAUSD & Adolescent Counseling
Services

All PAUSD parents & community members welcome
LiveSpani sh tr ans |lsietchildcare 6 Fr

Sponsored by Terman PTA and the Palo Alto PTA Council.

(See page 11 for more information.)
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Come and meet the Principal, Ca

enjoy a hot chocolate and
Kids are more than welcome to
Remember they have to lmetheir class

Coffee will be followed by BTA Gene

Ysdsladis Js

e

PrincipalG Coffee
Thursday, Marchl12, 2009

7:45 0 8:30 a.m.in the Café.
Topic: How does Terman preparesitsdents for transition into Gunn?

Thisis a great way for parents taneet and discusyour concerndanformally, and

All are welcome to attend!!!

bs Islslsls

rmen Gigdt the Principal's Coffee,

donuts with your kids!
attend if accompanied by a parent.
rooms by 8:10 a.m. &come on early!!

ral Membershimeeting at 8:30 a.m

Vsisds

@0

|

TigerTalk Goes Green

Congratul ations! I f youodre
one of the three ways you can now recdiigerTalk We really
want to make sure that EVERYONE receives (and reads!)
TigerTalk so choose the method that works best for. you

r

e Online. Access the electronitigerTalkposted on the PTA
website www.terman.paloaltopta.org(This is the preferred
method i t 6 s mor e Ilesound andlowereagt a |
Printed copy picked up in the school office We know some
of you find a paper copy more convenient, So goyour
studentcan always pick one up ihé school office.

Printed copy mailed to your home.Can 6t get t
office? Sign up for a mail subscription, using the form on th
PTA welsite. (Donation to coveprinting andpostages
requested but not required.)

eNews subscribers will receive an email notice with a link you ca
click on when each new issue is posted, or look for the large ban
hanging outside the school that vélnounce each issue.

Pleasedel free to contact méyou haveany questions or
commentgegardingTigerTalk.

Sharon Dally
TigerTalkEditor
sharon.dallATgmaiDOTcom

13" Annual Juana Run
youbve discovere

This Weekend!
eading this,
The Juana Run is a fun family and competitive road race
with events for all ages and abilitie$he 8K race begins at
8:30 a.m., with ldsbracesfor grades 5 to P& (Y210 Y4
mile) begimingat 10:00a.m. A Xmile certified race begm
at11:10 an.

There will be a complimentary pancake breakfestirtesy
of the Pancake Housfor all 8K participants immediately
following the8:30 a.mrace Burgers and drinksvill be
availablefor purchase after the kids anehiile races.

o the school
e  Where: Juana Brioes Elementary School
When:  February 28

Parking: 780 Arastradero Road, Gunn High School

n Register: http://www.juanarun.org

ner

The Juana Run benefits the
Terman PTA and Gunn Sports Boosters.

IT’S SERIOUS FUN

(650) 4947155
TigerTalk 1 February 2009
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From the Library

It is always a treat to read a very good
book! Listed below you will find the
wi nners of some
book awards. All books are either
available or soon to be available from ounaal library and
also the Palo Altgublic libraries. Students and their families
are encouraged to read these excellent new books!

of il s yea

The 2009 Newbery Award(for an American author of an
outd anding chil drenés fictio

N

The Graveyard Boolky Neil Gaiman

The orphan Bod, short for Nobody, is taken in by the inhabita
of a graveyard as a child of eighteen months and raised lovin
and carefully to the age of eighteen years by the community ¢
ghosts and otherworldly creatures.

2009Newbery Honor Books

The Underneal by Kathi Appelt

An old hound that has been chained up at his hateful owner's|
run-down shack, and two kittens born underneath the house,
endure separation, danger, and many other tribulations in the
guest to be reuniteaid free.
The Surrender Tree: Poems
by Margarita Engle

A collection of poems in which Rosa, a healer, describes her
experiences trying to help Cuban peasants who have been fg
to leave their farms and villages in 1896 gickn eight days to
find their way to "reconcentration camps" or be killed.

o]

Savwyby Ingrid Law

Recounts the adventures of Mibs Beaumont, wi&eirthday
has revealed her "savd"a magical power unigeito each
member of her famil§y just as her fathds injured in a terrible
accident.

After Tupac & D Fosterby Jacqueline Woodson

In the New York City borough of Queens in 1996, three girls
bond over their shared love of Tupac Shakur's music, as
together they try to make sense of the unpredictable world
which they live.

2009 Coretta Scott King Book Award(for an African
American author of an outstanding book for children and yol
adults)

We Are the Ship: The Story of the Negro League Baseball
by Kadir Nelson

Explores the history of Negro Leaghaseball teams, discussing
owners, players, hardships, wins, and losses; and including
illustrations.

Dede Barnhart
Teacher Librarian

Please Join Committee to Review

fBest Practiceso at T

e has been created hg PTA Executive Board

'sgn e ABest Practices
schools. The focus will be on how Terman can best engage
students, families, and teachers in achieving high academic and
social standards with respect for diversity withur o
community.

r (?%ub%mrlr;itlte

As a first step, the committee
other middle schools and how these practices reflect each
sbconooko | 6s val ues. Committee di
different approaches and ideas on how Terman can best suppor
htsour diverse community of students. The committee will discuss
gywhet her Termandés current pract
f meet the needs of our community of students. Ultimately, the
committee will submit a report to the PTA and the Terman

community.

If you are interested in serving on this committee, please contact
Jan Rossi at janicerogdicomcasbOTnet.

ir

Terman Winter Dance

Cubadés Struggle
TheWinter Dancewas a big success
and school dances anew taking
rcegeps to go "greener”.

f

Specialthanks to the following parent volunteePamela
Diken, Linda Lui,Shalini Irani, Duncan MacMillan, Carol
Kibler, Dena McLerranJenny Kiratlji Carolyn Cooper, Deepa
Arora, Pam Rasmusseand Clare Quinn These parents
generously gave their time ahdlpedthe Student Councénd
Leadership and Student Activities classeish support from the
Terman stafflight up the night at the Winter Terman Dance.

You can all beextremely proud ofour kids for workingon
reducing the amount of disposable cupgietethe dance. The
students wrote theirames on their cups AND did a great job
keeping track of themThat way we were able to reduce the
amount of cups used by more than hatfkase praise your kids
for this effort to go "green"Go Tigers, go!!

Thank you,

ng Natalie Toennis

Dance Volunteer Coordinator
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Fuel Cells: Applications of Chemistry

The8'gr ade science s tsdasereceénty emjoyedddestspeaket. u
Mr. Lee Colby, a retired engineer afwkl cell guru, was invited by fellow Reseed
volunteer (and Terman parent) Preeti Shrikhande.

Mr. Colby shared some of his accomplishments as an engineer with various Silicg
Valley companiesandheencouraged students to use science and math in theirscal
He shared with us his slides and examples of alternative energy, which gave depf
application to our recent week of group presentations capping off our study of

chemistry. He specifically enlightened the students on the technological develop
and challenges necessary to store endydhogen gas to power a vehicle.

He showed the students how to power up a sfaalicell car model. They used the
vehicle®solar panels as a power source to split water molecules into separate

hydrogen anaxygen tanks. Then they used the gases to power the vehicle. Mang
the cars were quite speedy! =

Thank you to Mr. Colby and Mrs. Shrikhande for arranging a handspplication and [
a fun day usinduel cell cars.

Mrs. Juarez
Terman Athletics The Book-A-Thon Continues!
Spring Season Track & Field and Wrestling March 4" is the Deadline for Students to Turn in Reading

Record Sheets.
Register now for the Middle School '
Athletics spring season. We offer bothfi’tﬁﬁ‘j\ A total 0f 238 Terman students are signed up padicipating
Track & Field as well as Wrestling for ’\/\

all Terman boys and girls. The last day ,Q// \W\
for guaranteed registration is Thurgda \\
March 19. Our season begins March \3 March 4"is the last dayo turn in reading recorgheetsyith a
30 and finishes May 21. Regiation parent signature, to the Terman School aflgr All students
is handled through thei@ of Palo -

i n this -p-&hon! Basticifating dtudents are currently
very busy reading books to achieve their pledged reading goal.

who reach their reading goal and turn in the reading record sheet

Alto Recreation Department. on time will be invited to a fun party with prizes and ice cream

treas on March 11,
Registration Options:

e Online: Register online through Enjoy! Online.
(www.cityofpaloalto.org/enjoy

e Mail-In or FaxIn: Registration forms are available at
the school main office.

e Walk-In: To register in person, please go to the Lucie
Stern Community Center.

Any questionsplease contact Jim Geers, Terman Athletic
Director at jimATfutzedOTcom or(650) 941-5366

)
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Music Notes

Congratulations to band students for < \
outstanding performansen C\
Jaruary28 and 29.More great \
music will be coming soon. Concert
Band, Choirand 7/8" grade
Orchestra are preparing for their
assembly tour to the elementary
schools on March 6. Theeze many
exciting activities planned for the
spring semestgsee schedule below)

Be sure to markour calendars folhe Music Teachers
Scholarship Concert arféhculty Art Show coming on April's
Students participating in a school music program maltian

for one of the music scholarships, so start practicing now.
Auditions will take place during the two weeks after the concert.
More detailed information will be sent home soon. Please see

Come see Pom-Pom Zombies at the attached flyer or call the music office at &8t4 formore
Terman! information.

) ) Thank you again for your continued support of our program.
Synopsis:It's the 1960s, a big nuclear blast to the past!

School's out for the summer, and the teenagers of Ocean Vigw pjark Dungan Band Director

High are ready to surf, syand have some furiTheir favorite Lisa LawrenceBand Director Nancy Coffey
hangout is Barnacle Betty's Surf Club, which happens to be | Rachel McGuireOrchestra Director Music Coordinator
right next door to thevil lvana Ratnik's nuclear power plant. Elaine Guthrie Choir Director

But ooops! Cindy Sue, the head cheerleader, accidentally get]
some nuclear slime on her hot dog instead of pickle relish, an
soon the beach is overrun with pgoam wielding zombies!

Her allAmerican boyfriendthe beatniks, the nerdsnd a tough

girl gang named the Barracudas rally their forces to save the
beach from the atomic attackei&.sci-fi spoof of those bubbly

beach blanket flicks of the '60s.

192

o

March 4 Terman/JLS/Jordan Combined Choir Con¢attILS)

March 6 Tour to Elementary Schools
(Concert Band, Orchestra, & Choir)

March 18Terman Orchestra Concert

April 5 Music TeacherS§cholarship Concert & Art Show
(4:00 atGunn

April 24 CMEA Band Festiva{at Gunn)

May 6 Honor Band/Choir/Orchestra Festiat Gunn)

May 27 Terman Orchestra/Choir Concert

June 2 Terman Band Conce(6:30 p.m.)

Performances:
Thursday, April 2at 1:15p.m.

(school asembly for students)
Friday, April 3 at 7200 p.m.

Saturday, Aprit at 200 p.m. All concerts begin at 7:00 p.m. and are held at Terman, unless

otherwise noted.

Tickets are $8or adultsand $4for children and will be
available March 1&\pril 1 in the school office, with checks
payable to Terman Middle School.

Adolescent Courdging ServicesaAnnual fundraising gala, Spring Sounds,
will take place on Saturday, May 16, 2009 at the Sharon Heights Golf and

=
Ad()Iescent Country Gub in Menlo Park from 6:3€ 11:00 p.m.Please join us for
an evening of fine food and wine, music and dancing, and live and silent

COU”SEI I ng auctions to benefit our critical counseling prograrer more

Aiing 1 information on the event or to purchase tickets, pleasewww.acs
/\\ % Se rVICeS teens.orgr call (650) 4240852

\O
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Terman PTA cordially invites 6 -7-8" graders to attend

Cotillion 2009

7:30 0 8:30 in the Terman Cafetorium
Thursday evenings . Costis $100.00

April 9, April 16, April 23, April 30, May 7,
May 14 , and May 2 1

Ballroom and contemporary partner dancing
under the direction of
instructor Barry Woodruff.

Dressy Attire encouraged: Coats and ties for boys;
Dresses for girls.
Supportive footwear necessary

Questions? Contact Carol Kibler (650) 424 -0425
or cjkib ATsbcglobal DOT net

Please return form to school office with check made out to Terman PTA.

Student Name Phone #

Cotillion 2009  $100.00 per student Check #

Email address

TigerTalk 1 February 2009 Page 7
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Terman Community Congratulates Reflections Competition Results
PauIJorgens Thed'Di strict PTA has announced
Reflections competitionTerman stdentsSonia S (Visual

Arts) and Nitya K (Musical Compositionhave beemwarded

5" place honas by the6™ District. No less inpressive ishe

fact thatall of the works from Terman were selected by the Palo
Alto PTA Council to compete at thd'®istrict against entries

from all over Santa Clar@ounty.

Paul Jorgens, Term&" grade matheacher, was nominated
and selected as a 2008 winner of an Edyth May Sliffe Award for
Distinguished Junior High/Middle School Mathematics
Teaching.He was selected because of the outstanding
performance of the top three students in Terman Middle Schgol
in each of the past three yeai®he award, administered by the
Mathematical Association of America, recognizes teachers who . .

have contributed substéaity to the success of some of the Atotal ofsevenTermas t udent s participate

highest scoring students on the American Mathematics Contest Rgflectlors competition Subm|SS|on§ mcIud_eﬁbur entries in
8. Visual Arts,two in Literature, anabnein Musical Composition.

The Teman entries competed against entries from the other
PAUSD middle schools at the Palo Alto PTA Council level, and
all were selected to go on to th8 Bistrict level. The 6"
District PTA is made up dll local PTA Councilsin Santa
PTA Wardrobe & Clara County.The &" District first place winners will compete

; against winners from other districts across California. The
Snow Clothi ng California winners will then advance to the National level.

Rentals
Please join me in congratulating all who participated in this
The Palo Alto Council of PTAs year 6s Ref | eNMdx tonye gprréog rtalme me
operates the PTA Wardrobe and in May, with submissions due in OctobeBtudentsavho are
Snow Clothing Rental service. interested in participating can start workingtbair entriesas

Founded in 1934, the ®drobe provides new and gently used | soon as the theme announced. It will be posted the
clothing in all sizes at no charge to families within PAUSD. Tp California statdPTA website www.capta.org

support this service, the Snow Clothing Restaliceallows
individuals and families to rent entire outfits (jacket, pants, Grace Yu

snow boots, scarves, etooy the snow for a twaveek period PTA ReflectionsChair 20082009
for only $15 for children and $20 for adults.

The PTA Wardrobe is located in a portable at Jordan Middle
School, 750 N. California Avenue, in the rear of the Middlefiel
parking lot. Open Weatksday2-5pm and Satrday10am-1pm.
Closed school holidays.

o

Donations are welcome during open hours: clgantly used
clothing and books as well asw underwear and soclise
especially appreciated.

For more information, visit
http://www.paloaltopta.org/news/wardrobe.html
or call858-0654

Soni a S. ArtsenWyiinsthe 2008-09 Reflections
competition, depicting th
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