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CALENDAR
November
Fri 7' PTA Executive Board Mtg. (11:30)

& EB/Staff Lunch (12:25pm)

Mon 10" No Homework Habitat
Tue 11" No School-Veterans’ Day
Wed 12" Terman Band Concert, 7pm
Thu13™  Hearing Screening

PTA General Meeting, 12:00 noon
(Brown Bag Lunch)

T-W 18-19™ 8™ Grade Chemistry Projects
Thu 20"

Th-Sa 20"-22" Children’s Theatre Performances
“Stop the Presses” at PACT
Thu 7:30, Fri 4:30 & 7:30, Sat 2:30

Parent Visitation Day

Tue 25
W-F 26"-28" No School-Thanksgiving Break

No Homework Habitat

Decenml:t)er _

T-F 295"  Book Fair

Wed 3" Book Fair Café Evening, 6:30-8:30
Thu 4™ PTA Executive Board Mtg., 8:30am
Mon 8" School Site Council Mtg., 3:30pm

T-W 9"-10" Scoliosis Screening

Wed 10" Terman Orchestra/Choir Concert,

7pm
M-Th 15"-18" 6™ Grade Science Camp

Fri 19" Breaking of the Bread Celebration
Districtwide Minimum Day—

Dismissal at 12:20pm
Mon 22™ — Fri Jan 2" No School-Winter Break

January

Mon 5" School Resumes

Letter from the Principal
Dear Terman Community,

Fall is definitely upon us as we see the leaves in
front of school turning color. We have just finished
the first quarter of instruction. Grades may even
have arrived home by the time you receive this
edition of TigerTalk. Please see the article on
grades later in this issue (page 4).

There are a few issues | would like to mention to
you. One is the use of “monster” drinks by students,
another is the case of the missing locks, and the third is supervision after
school.

Recently, we have noticed an increase in students drinking “monster energy”
drinks. These are highly caffeinated, highly sugared soda type drinks. They go
by names like Red Bull, Amp, Rock Star, Monster, and Go Girl. These are
drinks designed for adults, not adolescents. They are very potent and can have
insidious effects, not the least of which could be addiction, increased heart rate,
negative affects on the developing brain, and the “crash” after a sugar high.

We have observed students bringing these for lunch and snacks. They drink
several during the day.

These drinks present an incredible health risk for students at this age. The high
amount of caffeine is a stimulant; combined with the high amount of sugar, this
can lead to dehydration, fatigue, and stress on the kidneys. Since the stores sell
them to anyone, your student may be drinking them without your knowledge.
We receive reports of students with headaches and fatigue, only to learn they
have drunk several of these energy drinks during the course of the day. Please
discuss this with your student and be aware of what they are consuming.

Since school has opened, a high number of locks have gone missing from
lockers. In each reported case, we have arranged for another lock for the
student. Much of the situation may be attributed to locks not being “clicked”
closed, but we have an ongoing investigation. We have discovered that there
are several videos on YouTube showing how to make a tool to pop open
common combination locks.

We are advising students to double check the lock to be sure it is clicked
closed, to never share the locker combination (even with a friend), and to be
sure that no one is watching directly when they are dialing the combination to
open the lock. We are not taking this situation lightly and continue to address
it.

The third item that is of concern to us is the large number of students who are
“hanging” around school as late as 5 or 6 p.m. daily. There is no direct
supervision on campus before 7:50 a.m. or after 3:20 p.m. On Monday,
Tuesday, and Thursday we have Homework Habitat until 4:30 p.m. There are
after school sports activities, and for the next few weeks Children’s Theatre is
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rehearsing after school. However, the students we see are not involved in these
activities. There are many students sitting in front of the school very late in the
afternoon.

A key piece of advice that we share with parents is to know where your
students are at all times. Please do not expect them to be able to remain at
school as if there were active supervision. Students who are not involved with
announced after school activities are expected to leave campus by 3:20 p.m.
and 2:00 p.m. on Wednesdays. Thank you for your cooperation on this issue.

Many thanks to those of you who have already donated to Partners in
Education (PiE). Terman receives tremendous benefit from these donations.
We are able to offer more varied elective classes because of the PiE
contributions. We also fund our Homework Habitat, which helps more than 40
students per day on average, with PiE money. As you are thinking of your
holiday giving, please consider a donation of any amount—even $5.00—to
PiE. Itis a direct benefit to Terman students.

The time change that will be happening as you receive this edition of TigerTalk
can put people off their schedules. With the change in time and weather, we
begin to see stress levels go up, especially as we approach the holidays. Be
sure your students are getting eight hours of sleep each night and a good
breakfast to start the day. Remind your students that you love them.

Sincerely,
Carmen M. Giedt

TigerTalk is Going Online!

A big thank you to the 470 parents who completed the
"TigerTalk Readership Survey" that was included in the
Back to School Packet. After analyzing the responses, we
learned that approximately half of our families have not
been receiving the hardcopy issues of TigerTalk that are
sent home monthly with students, and that most of you
would be happy to receive it electronically instead.

While TigerTalk has always been available online as a backup to the printed
version, starting in January the online version will become the primary method
of delivering TigerTalk to our families. We hope this will make delivery more
reliable and increase readership, as well as decrease the environmental impact
of printing.

Starting with the January 2009 issue, we will no longer send printed copies
home with students. We will post each issue on the PTA website and send
notices to you via eNews when new issues are available. You can click the link
to download the easy-to-read PDF files at your convenience. For those of you
who would prefer hardcopy, printed issues of TigerTalk, they still will be
available in the school office, or you can subscribe to receive printed copies
through the U.S mail. We will be sending forms home soon to allow you to
indicate your preference on how to receive TigerTalk. Stay tuned for more
details.

If you have any concerns, feedback, or questions, please contact me.

Tina Tang
PTA VP of Communications
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PTA President ' s

By the time you read this, the elections will have passed, and we
will have a new President-elect who we hope will guide our
country through our current and future challenges. At the end of
this month, most of us will gather with family and friends to
celebrate Thanksgiving. Despite the economic downturn that
seems to be affecting all of us one way or another, we still have
so much for which to be thankful — our families, friends,
neighbors, and community.

And what an incredible community we have at
Terman....October seemed to be a month full of events where
Terman families, teachers, and staff came together to support
our children both academically and socially.

The Science Fair was like no other I recall in past years. A
record number of students participated in this event, and the
energy level generated that Wednesday night in the Café was
inspiring! Many thanks to Terman parent Ken Tani for
spearheading this effort with Terman science teacher Jim Cox,
as well as to the many other teachers, volunteers, and students
who participated in this wonderful evening. We have many
future Nobel laureates in our midst!

Students are rehearsing for the upcoming Children’s Theater
Outreach play, Stop the Presses, and many parents are busy
supporting our budding thespians. Don’t miss this entertaining
show, and bring your family and friends to cheer on our talented
actors and stage crew (see details on this page).

The Indian Summer weather held out for the Fall Dance, as well
as for the Carnival. These special occasions would be
impossible without parent volunteers, who chaperoned and/or
ran game and concession booths with energy and smiles. Many
thanks to Clare Quinn (PTA Dance Liaison), Carmen Giedt,
Steve Gallagher, and parent volunteers who organized and
chaperoned the dance. Thanks also to Jo Marcus and Sheryl
Humble, who organized the Carnival, and to the many
volunteers who gave their time to pull off this fun-filled
afternoon!

We will have a PTA General Membership meeting at 12:00
noon next Thursday, November 13. We hope that both parents
and staff will attend this meeting. At the moment, it is supposed
to be a brown bag lunch meeting; however, if people are
interested in making it a potluck (and can bring a dish), then we
will send out an announcement to that effect in eNews. At the
PTA meeting, we will be discussing the Teachers” Wish Lists,
as well as the format and possible dates for the upcoming Town
Hall Meeting on preparing our kids for high school. We also
will discuss our plans for moving toward an electronic
distribution of TigerTalk. If you have specific topics you would
like us to cover during the PTA General Meeting, please contact
Leslie Fiedler.

Finally, I would like to close with these musings inspired by an
article from the National PTA website. The authors of a
research review, “A New Wave of Evidence: The Impact of
School, Family, and Community Connections on Student
Achievement,” conclude that there is a positive and convincing
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Letter

relationship between family involvement and student success,
regardless of race/ethnicity, class, or parents’ level of education.
This reminded me of an article written some years ago by the
principal of my grade school, Fran Norris Scoble, regarding the
role of community in our schools. She wrote, “We have the
potential to be a powerful, soul-enhancing influence because of
the clarity of our values and the intimacy of our communities.
The relationship between the individuals and our communities is
reciprocal: we simultaneously shape our institutions and are, in
turn, shaped by them.” In looking back over the many activities
of the past month, and those coming up this month and
throughout the year, it seems clear that the shared relationships
between students, teachers, families, and communities are what
make Terman strong and prepare our Kids to grow into
productive and caring adults. With that thought, | hope we all
will be giving thanks not only on November 27, but every day
for all the people who give their time and talents to make our
community strong.

Jan Rossi
PTA Executive VP (Co-President)

Leslie Fiedler
PTA President

rSTOP the
PRESSES),

STOP THE PRESSES or é
By Tim Kelly

SHE"' §

In this fast-paced melodrama, Tab Lloyd, a nasty villain, is
running for mayor, but Miss Print won't endorse him.
Instead, she writes articles supporting his opponent, an
honest, yet highly opinionated politician named Edward
Torial. Lloyd and his two allies have to jump from state to
state to avoid arrest, trying not to get "cornered!" Of course,
all ends well when our villain is defeated in the hilarious
finale. This interactive melodrama is fun for the audience,
as they groan and howl at the jokes and root for good to
triumph over evil. Performed by Terman Middle School
students at the Palo Alto Children's Theatre, 1305
Middlefield Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94301.

Performances: Thu Nov 20 at 7:30pm,
Fri Nov 21 at 4:30 & 7:30pm,
Sat Nov 22 at 2:30pm
Tickets: $10 Adult, $5 Child —
On sale now at Children's Theatre Box Office!
Box Office: (650) 463-4970, Tue-Sat, 1:30-5:00pm

% 0 NMISEE ISILARKBHICH
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1% Quarter Grades Arriving Soon

At the end of the first quarter, students will receive their grades
in the mail. For some, including most of our 6" grade, this will
be the first time they receive letter grades at school. It also will
be the first time for families to review letter grades.

If you were here for Back to School Night, you heard from the
teachers the criteria for grades in each subject area. These
typically include reports submitted, homework completed, tests
taken, and classroom participation. Progress reports sent out
earlier in October are part of the ongoing communication
between the school and families to ensure that there are no
“surprises” when report cards arrive.

The following is something we say every year, and it is worth
repeating and rereading. A Stanford study on responding to
grades suggests the following might be helpful with family
discussions about grades:

e  The worst possible reaction to poor grades seems to be
expressing negative emotions. When parents are upset
and the student becomes upset, there is a tendency,
over time, for grades to get worse.

e The use of extrinsic rewards and punishments also is
associated with negative outcomes. The result is that
the student tends to be less internally motivated toward
schoolwork and more concerned with the external
rewards or punishments.

o Alack of parental reaction to grades also is not helpful.

e What does work is praise, encouragement, and offers
of help. These behaviors are associated with higher
and improved grades over time.

Keep in mind that first-quarter grades are progress reports—
they indicate how a student is doing halfway through the first
semester. If you have questions about your student’s grades,
first contact the appropriate teacher. If you have concerns about
your student’s overall success, please contact his or her
counselor: Bhavna Narula (6™ grade), Michele Chin (7" grade),
or Melanie Blaskower (8" grade). The counselors meet
regularly with our teacher teams, and they are an excellent
liaison between you and the teachers. They can also
recommend resources at the school that may be helpful.

While middle school grades are not part of a “permanent
record,” they give an indication of the strength of habits that are
consistent with being good students. The middle school years
are an excellent time to learn and practice positive student
behaviors and study habits.

Please do communicate with teachers and other staff when you
have concerns or questions. E-mail is an excellent means of
communicating, except of course when it doesn’t work. If you
do not receive a response from a teacher, please call the school
directly and leave a voicemail message. If that does not receive
a response, please call the office and ask to speak to the
principal or assistant principal. One of us will be sure that your
message gets through. The most important thing is that you and
your student’s teachers are able to communicate.
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Green Day

Wednesday, October 8" was Terman’s big Green Team Kick
Off. A collaborative and enthusiastic effort on behalf of
parents, teachers, and students made the day a huge success!

The day began with a PTA-sponsored Walk and Roll event
where students received prizes for arriving at school in an eco-
friendly way such as biking, carpooling, walking, or
skateboarding. Much of the student body also arrived at school
dressed in green for the campus’s first Spirit Day.

Throughout the day, the leadership class worked to encourage
recycling and school spirit by awarding eco-themed prizes to
students they “caught” recycling. At lunchtime, the leadership
class set up “Recycle Ball,” where students learned about what
they could and could not recycle while trying to shoot items
from their lunch into either recycle bins or trash cans.

Green Day also marked the debut of over 40 more
donated recycle bins placed around campus. The
leadership team is working together with the

Green Team to encourage not only recycling, but
many other environmentally friendly behaviors as well.

A big thank you to Kathryn Latour, Ruth Harris, and the many
other parent volunteers who put together the Walk and Roll
event, in conjunction with International Walk to School Week.
Many thanks also to Becky Rea and Leslie Dorosin for
spearheading the “greening” of Terman.

eScrip Parents
Renew Your Safeway Card Today!

Do you know that if you don’t renew your Safeway, Vons, or
Genuardi’s Club card(s) your purchases at these stores will not
be counted in the eScrip donation payment to Terman PTA?
Even you are an active member of eScrip and have designated
Terman PTA as your beneficiary, without doing the annual
renewal one of your most frequent and regular purchasing
activities will not be included in the monthly contributions from
eScrip. This represents a significant loss of contributions to
Terman PTA. eScrip is the second most significant source of
funding for the PTA, after Direct Appeal, so every dollar counts.

Treat the renewal task as a challenge to your grocer and ask
them to honor their commitments to education today! It takes
only a few minutes to renew. Go to the eScrip website
(www.eScrip.com), click the renewal button, and you are done!
Thank you for your continued support of Terman PTA.

If you are not currently an eScrip participant, it is easy to join.
Just go to www.escrip.com and follow the steps to sign up.
Note: you will need your grocery club card number to complete
the sign up. Terman PTA’s ID is 5995451.

Grace Yu
eScrip Chair
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Magazine Sale Results

Terman's annual fundraiser, the QSP Magazine Drive, was a
great success! Terman students sold $28,500 in magazine
subscriptions. Terman will receive about half of that amount,
and the money will be used to fund student clubs, dances, start-
up costs for the student store, and other student activities that
will be decided by Student Council.

Approximately 1/3 of Terman students participated, and besides
helping their school, they earned some great prizes. For all the
students who earned prizes that they haven't received yet, those
prizes will be arriving during the week of November 3, and we
will be announcing when and where to come pick them. Top
selling students were Arielle D. for the first turn-in day, Mary
W. for the second turn-in day, and Olivia Z. for the third turn-in
day. Thanks again for supporting your school!

A special thank you for the parents who helped each week with
tallying the sales and handing out prizes: Leisa Waschura,
Sharon Dally, Donna Kruep, Lisa Lu, Suzie Russell, Pam
Wicks, and Grace Yu.

Even though the magazine drive is over for this year, it's not too
late to support Terman with your magazine subscriptions. You
can go online at any time to purchase new subscriptions or
renew existing ones, and Terman will still receive its portion of
the subscription price. (However, students will no longer
receive prizes for online orders.) Just go to www.gsp.com, click
on "Shop Now," and enter Terman's ID number, 425027506.

Terman Site Council

You probably remember being asked to vote for Site Council
members at the end of last year, but are you aware of what Site
Council does?

Site Councils are mandated by the state for each school site.

The council consists of parents, teachers, and administrators. At
Terman, there are four parent members, four teacher members,
and the principal. The Site Council is responsible for producing
the SPSA (Single Plan for Student Achievement) and assigning
discretionary funds to the programs identified in the SPSA. The
discretionary funds come from state funds and money donated
by PiE (Partners in Education). The SPSA is built to promote
the goals mandated by PAUSD through the School Board and
the Superintendent. You can find a copy of the Terman 2007-08
plan on the Terman website: www.terman.pausd.org/site.html.

This year the parent representatives are Leslie Dorosin, Lynn
Kidder, Bob Sandor, and Lisa Schmidt (chair). The teacher
representatives are Beth Carlson, Maureen Duffy, Tammy
Juarez, and Becky Rea. Carmen Giedt also is a member. The
Site Council meets in the main office once a month, usually on
the second Monday at 3:30 p.m. The meetings are open to the
public; a complete schedule is listed on the Terman website.

The goal of the Site Council is to continually improve the
experience at Terman for all students. We focus on improving
curriculum and support programs. If you have questions and/or
concerns, please do not hesitate to contact any one of us. |
particularly encourage you to contact me (Lisa Schmidt) with
any questions. | am most easily reached via email but would be
happy to chat, as well.

Welcome Nicole Gross

Terman is delighted to welcome new teacher Nicole Gross. Nicole is teaching 8" grade social
studies on the 8-4 team. She comes to Terman from Stanford, where she earned both her
teaching credential and Master’s degree. She spent her college days at UC Davis, where she
earned a Bachelor of Arts in History and Psychology. She also dedicated some of her upper

division work to Religious Studies and Education.

It seems that Nicole was meant to be a teacher. Nicole tells us that, “I have wanted to teach for
as long as | can remember. Growing up, | played with overhead projectors and made
worksheets for my stuffed animals. Both my father and grandfather were involved in social
science education, as well as teaching in the education program | attended. | suppose it was just
in my blood — more than any other teacher the two of them have influenced my passion for

education.”

One of Nicole’s fondest memories from Colton Middle School in Monterey “was my 8" grade
DC trip! It was a fun trip to go on with my peers, and my roommate from the trip is still my best
friend today!”

Outside of her time at Terman, Nicole is an avid reader, recently having read Three Cups of Tea

by Greg Mortenson. She also enjoys cooking, running, and cheering on the Stanford football
team!
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2008-09 Clubs

Clubs started on October 7. It is not too late for students to join a club. All they have to do is come to the club meeting during

lunchtime.

Each club meets once a week.

Students interested in starting new clubs should contact Ms. Do (Room H-10 or cdo@pausd.org) for any questions.

Tuesdays Spanish Club Mendez (K-10) Practice speaking Spanish
Juggling Club Juarez (G-4) Learn and practice juggling
Video Game Club Gonzales (K-9) Play & discuss video games, share game codes
Youth Community Rea (J-3) Participate in community service activities and projects
Service (YCS)
Board Games Club Clohan (J-8) Meet others and play all sorts of board and card games
Wednesdays Pokemon Club Maher (H-11) Discuss Pokemon
Math Club Jorgens (E-4A) Challenge students of all levels with interesting and fun
math problems and prepare members for the AMC8 and
math counts tests
Badminton Club Helsaple (Gym) Play badminton
Thursdays Chess Club Do (H-10) Learn chess strategies and play chess (with one or two
tournaments)
Music Club Clohan (J-8) Join together to share and enjoy music and help create
the Friday Music at lunch playlist
Magic The Gathering Gonzales (K-9) Play the card game, Magic the Gathering
Terman Library Barnhart (H-11) Meets once every three weeks to discuss one of the
Reading Club Calif. Young Reader Medal Book nominees for this year.
Fridays Dodge Ball Club Casey (Gym) Play dodge ball
DA (Discussions and Rodriguez (F-2) Help people to get to know more about the world,
Arguments) socialize with their friends, and see things from other
people’s points of view.

Music Notes

The music groups have been working hard and sound fantastic! The performances this year should be

outstanding. | know you will be impressed with the high performance level of our music ensembles. Please

mark the concert dates on your calendar.

Several Terman band students, as well as the 7" and 8" grade orchestra, were involved in the Gunn Prism Concert on Thursday,

October 16. A prism concert is similar to an optical prism — only in sound. Different groups (large and small) played a variety of
colorful music from different locations in the theatre. The experience creates a multi-dimensional sound prism for audience members
and is performed without applause until the end.

Nov. 12 Terman Band Concert
Dec. 10 Terman Orchestra & Choir Concert
Jan. 28 Terman Symphonic and Jazz Band Concert
Jan. 29 Terman Concert and Jazz Band Concert
Mar. 3 Terman/JLS/Jordan Combined
Choir Concert (at JLS)
Tour to Elementary Schools—
Concert Band, Orchestra, & Choir
Mar. 18 Terman Orchestra Concert
Apr.5 Music Teachers’ Scholarship Concert
& Art Show (4:00 p.m. at Gunn)
Note: date has changed

The 7" and 8" grade band students are preparing for their first concert on
November 12. On December 10 the Orchestra and Choir students will
perform. Other major performances in the spring are listed at right.

We thank you again for your continued support of the music program.
Mar. 6
Nancy Coffey

PAUSD Music Coordinator

Mark Dungan, Band Director
Lisa Lawrence, Band Director
Rachel McGuire, Orchestra Director

Elaine Guthrie, Choir Director All concerts begin at 7:00 p.m. and are held at

Terman, unless otherwise noted
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Fifth Annual Terman School

BOOK FAIR

Provided by Kepl er ods
Sponsored by the Terman School Library and PTA

Book

Tuesday, December 2 - Friday, December 5, 2008

In the Terman Middle School Cafetorium

Great titles for your home library or gift giving! Open to the public

Tues. December 2 ™ 10:00 a.m. & 4:00 p.m.

10:00 a.m. 9 2:30 p.m. and
6:30 0 8:30 p.m. Book Fair Café Evening

10:00 a.m. 06 4:00 p.m.
10:00 a.m. 06 4:00 p.m.

Wed. December 3 ™

Thurs. December4 *

Fri. December5 ™

Book Fag

students

Dond6t miss our
Musical entertainment by Terman

@D desserts, hot

~ Wednes day, December 3™, 6:30 -8:30 pm

Friends and families welcome!

beverages, a

Cash, checks, and most credit cards will be accepted for paym ent at the Fair.
Proceeds of the Book Fair benefit the Terman Library and classroom collections.
Café Evening dessert proceeds benefitt  he 8th Grade Promotion Night ( cash only) .
Parent volunteers are needed to staff the Book Fair. If y ou dd [Ihelf please@ontact
Pamela Diken by phone or email .

Terman Fall Dance Volunteer Opportunity

Special thanks to the following parents who helped the Student
Council and the Leadership and Student Activities classes, with
support from the Terman staff, light up the night at the Terman
Fall Dance:

John Salwitz
Becky Thomas
Natalie Toennis

Robin Boselli Lynne Kidder
Karen Gibson Peter Kidder
Mary Anne Hanson Janet Negley
Shalini Irani Matt Passell

Thank you!

Clare Quinn
PTA Dance Liaison
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A volunteer is needed to be in charge of the

pancake stand for the Juana Run race on Saturday,

February 28, 2009. We have already gotten the

donation of pancake batter from the Pancake

House, but someone needs to be the point person

on race day, coordinating the volunteers, picking up batter, etc.
There is someone from previous years who can train you, so you
don't have to figure anything out.

Proceeds from the Juana Run race benefit Terman PTA, Gunn
Sports Boosters, and the Gunn cross country team. Race day
also is a fun community event, even for non-runners! If you can
help or would like more information, please contact Karen
Saxena.
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Terman Science Fair

Question: What event featured 166 project boards, 267 student
entrants, and over 60 judges, consumed 25 gallons of punch, 33
tubs of Costco treats, a thousand homemade Jell-O mochi bites,
and 120 pounds of ice, needed every spare table on campus,
generated over 1400 e-mail messages, and had a capacity crowd
in the Cafe?

Answer: The 2008 Terman Science Fair!

Thanks to the hard work of students, teachers, parents, and
friends, the Terman Science Fair on Wednesday, October 15th
filled the Cafetorium with amazing project presentations,
enthusiastic students, proud parents, and impressed judges. The
evening celebrated the curiosity, imagination, and creativity of
all participants, as our school community recognized their
efforts and achievements in science and engineering.

This year's count of 166 projects by 267 students (75 6" grade,
53 7" grade, and 139 8" grade) was a huge increase over last
year’s 40 projects and 60 student entrants. Thanks to over 60
judges, most projects had four different judging interviews
during the event. Projects were evaluated on five criteria:
selection/design, data analysis, accuracy of conclusions, display
poster clarity, and creativity. Judges also nominated projects for
special recognition based on grade-appropriate efforts or results.

All students will receive certificates of participation and ribbons
from their science teachers. The quality of projects was
extremely high, as 120 of the 166 projects received at least three
“QOutstanding” ratings or a "Special Merit" nomination from at
least one judge. 27 projects received three or more
"Outstanding" ratings from all of their judges and are the
""consensus choices" selected for special recognition. (See box,
next page.)

Thanks to Lisa Scolari who took on the unexpectedly huge job
of preparing the event's refreshments, with the able assistance of
Carol Kibler, Pamela Diken and Avi Nath. Lisa Lu helped with
project check-in and also joined teachers Tammy Juarez, Beth
Carlson, and Pauline Rodriguez and students Rachel R., Monica

K. and Riya N. in
assembling judging packets.
Nick Briggs printed all the
judging evaluation forms,
and Veronica Melero copied
and collated all of the
completed forms.

Thanks also to the 60+
judges, primarily Terman
parents, but also additional
volunteers from the
scientific, engineering and
academic communities,
whose contributions were essential to the event's success. Each
judge conducted 10 interviews in 90 minutes, so they had a full
night's work. The consistency of the judging results was a clear
reflection of the dedication and attention to detail of all of our
judges. All judging forms have been distributed to the science
teachers to share with fair participants.

Jim Cox worked tirelessly on all aspects of the fair, including
scheduling and assisting at my science fair clinics at advisory
period and after school, planning and setting up the display
tables, and printing the recognition certificates. This year's fair
would not have succeeded without his many contributions.

Finally, a special thank you to all our science teachers for
permitting me to give demonstrations on measuring the velocity
of sound to all 6, 7™, and 8" grade science classes and answer
questions about the Terman science fair. | had a great time, and
it appears the students responded to the extra encouragement
that teachers provided to fair participants. | enjoyed advising a
number of students on their projects and providing equipment
and supplies, and I'll also offer to help students planning to enter
the Synopsys Santa Clara County Regional Fair in March 2009.

I'll be meeting with the science teachers for a "lessons learned"
review and to plan for next year's science fair, so if you have
any suggestions or comments, please let me know. Thanks
again to everyone!

Ken Tani
PTA Science Fair Chair
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Science Fair Projects Which Merit Special Recognition

Chosen by Consensus of the Judges
6" Grade Does Sugar Dissolve in Different Kinds of Salt Solution?
Sweetness and Yeast Are the Baylands Safe for Animals?
How Plants Grow
Pressure Changes Under and Above Water 8" Grade
How Does an LED's Brightness Vary With Current? Can a Computer Teach Itself to Play Games?
How Does the Number of Angles Affect the Weight of Photo Paper? | A Bright Light and a Theory
Video Games and the Pulse Role The Affects of Salt on a Solar Panel
Fruit and Vegetable Clock Lime Juice or Vinegar?

Minimum Shutter Speed to Take a Clear Photo
7" Grade Water to Electricity: Electrolysis
Design of a Low-Cost, Environment-Friendly Microbial Fuel Cell What's Left?
How Does Echolocation Work? Tornado Simulator
Cooking With Cottage Cheese Effects of Colored Light on Yeast Growth
Rotting Workers Rechargeable Batteries vs. Alkaline Batteries
Insulating Power of Recycled Materials Word or Color?
Sound Resonance Parabolic Cookers
P A O A O

1 |
PARTNERS
IN EDUCATION

AJust Giveo to PiE

Many thanks to the 8 3 out of 590 Terman families who already have donated to Partners in Education (PiE). If you
havenot had a chance to donat e, now would be a great ti me.
challenge grant. From November 3 " through Nov ember 22 "™, EVERY DOLLAR you donate will be matched, up to a
total of $100,000!

With generous donations from over 3,000 families last year, Partners in Education (PiE) combined the support from
friends and organizations in the community to give PAUSD sc hools an additional $2.3 million to pay for critical
staffing needs throughout the district. At Terman, this translated to over $90,000 received this year, which went to
extra staffing needs including new electives like creative writing and public speakin g.

By the end of this yeards campaign (March 2009), Pi E hopes t
for staff support in 2009 -10. Funds donated this year will go toward the following middle school fundraising targets
next year:

- Staff fo r Additional Courses and Enrichment Activities
- Staff for Student Support
- Technology Integration into Curriculum

Please help us continue to serve our school, district, and children by giving as generously as you can to PiE. We are

asking $650 for each ch  ild you have enrolled in the school district, but donations OF ANY AMOUNT received by

November 22 wil/l be matched during the AJust Giveo challenge
donations are 100% tax deductible.

You can donate online a t www.papie.org or drop off your donation form and check in the school office.

Thank you!

Michelle Morgan and Shobana Swamy
Terman PiE Representatives
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V4" Adolescent
Counseling
Services

Adolescence is an “in-between” time — a time between
childhood and adulthood. The duration of adolescence is
lengthening — the adolescent brain is not fully developed until
age 25, we are told, and puberty is happening earlier. So we
have lengthening at both ends of the scale. Adolescence may
extend from age 10 to 25 or older. What are the markers for
adolescence — the beginning and ending signposts? How does
an adolescent know when he or she crosses into adulthood?
How can we help the adolescent want to be an adult and “cross
over” into that distinct phase of life?

The markers for adolescence have become less and less apparent
in the past 100 years. During the middle ages, adolescence was
virtually ignored. A youth simply went to work as an adult as
soon as possible. In the 1940s and 50s, markers for rites of
passage may have included getting a job, achieving Eagle Scout
status, or even getting married. Today’s adolescent is very
different. There are few distinctive markers.

Many adolescents expect their immediate needs to be gratified
and are in no hurry to grow up. There also seem to be more and
more adults who look like adolescents. Society encourages
individualism and living in the moment, but something may be
lost in the growing ranks of adults who act like adolescents.
Robert Bly states, “Adults regress towards adolescence; and
adolescents, seeing that, have no desire to become adults.” We
adults carry some responsibility for creating this world of semi-
adults.

Robert Bly describes what he calls “leveling” or “horizontal
thinking” in which adults look a lot like adolescents. Leveling
is encouraged by the mass culture. Why else would TV shows
be written to appeal to the 12-year-old mind? But that virtually
eliminates the distinction between adults and adolescents.
Vertical thinking, on the other hand, states that there is a
difference between an adolescent and an adult. Life is not
timeless, there is an old and a young, a before and an after.

Where are the Rites of Passage?

Because of the strong power of the leveling process, there are
few adults visible as models. What we need to do is help the
adolescent to re-connect with parents and grandparents, or to
find other adult mentors. We have the opportunity to be models
of a distinct nature. Adolescents can see us and know what they
are seeing. Then they can then make their own decision to be
like or un-like us.

We also need to understand the young. Many of them are
remarkable and have an emotional knowledge that is far older
than their chronologic age. But they may be afraid to face
adulthood. Adults need to help the young achieve adulthood by
facing life. Facing life means facing our own tough realities.
We who have been there have a wealth of knowledge to share —
social and emotional knowledge — which means having the
courage to step up to the plate, to be real for our adolescents so
they can decide to be real adults.

Margaret Murchan, LCSW
ACS Program Director

Sources:
Bly, Robert. Sibling Society.
Pipher, Mary, Ph.D. Reviving Ophelia

Adolescent Counseling Services is a community non-profit,
which provides vital counseling services on seven secondary
campuses at no charge to students and their families. To learn
more about our services please visit the ACS website at
www.acs-teens.org or call Margaret Murchan at ACS at (650)
424-0852, ext. 102. ACS relies on the generosity of community
members to continue offering individual, family, and group
counseling to over 1,500 individuals annually. ACS provides
critical interventions and mental health services, building a
better future for tomorrow. If you are interested in helping to
support our efforts, do not hesitate to call to make a donation. It
goes a long way in helping teenagers find their way!

Traffic Concerns

With the approach of colder weather, please think about the following in preparing for getting to and from school:

1. Protective clothing and umbrellas allow students to be able to continue to walk or ride to school when the
weather isn’t completely horrendous.

2. Staggered drop off and pick up times help keep our parking lot safer. Students are allowed on campus at 7:50 a.m. Students
may remain on campus until 3:20 p.m. Please try to avoid the ten minutes right before school and right after school.

3. Remember that our drop off lane extends all the way down the east side of the parking lot. Please pull as far forward as
possible.

Working together, traffic on rainy days will go smoothly.

Page 10

TigerTalk — November 2008




Annual Terman Carnival

We had a warm, sunny day for the annual Terman Middle School Carnival held
on October 24™. There was a great turnout for the school-wide event. The sno-
cones, popcorn, and sandy candy were a big hit as always, along with the
obstacle course constructed out on the back field by some of our very own
Terman students from Mr. DeFrancesco’s morning P.E. class. Students also had
fun at a variety of activities which included some traditional Terman favorites:
Outdoor Bowling, Origami, “Canoe” Races, Sack Races, Face Painting, Balloon
Relay, Fill the Can, Guessing Jar, Squirt Ball, and Hula Hoop. Students also
enjoyed testing their skills at a couple of new games: Blongo (vertical
horseshoes) and Corn Hole (beanbag toss).

THANK YOU to all who volunteered—the event’s success was due to your
enthusiastic support. Many of our volunteers stayed on for the second shift, and all
were flexible and patient as we made necessary adjustments. Thank you also to
Mr. DeFrancesco and his amazing students for their work on the obstacle course.
Thanks also to Carmen Giedt and Steve Gallagher for their support of the carnival,
and to the wonderful custodial staff for all their help. We couldn’t do it without
them.

Jo Marcus and Sheryl Humble
Terman PTA Carnival Co-Chairs

Photos by Frank Gonzales

PTA Fall Social

Terman families gathered around the picnic tables in the Terman
Triangle at the annual PTA Back to School Social on
Wednesday, September 17. It was a pleasant, balmy evening,
and after dining on tasty beef, chicken, or vegetarian burritos
provided by Rojoz Gourmet Wraps, parents, kids, teachers, and
staff were all happy to linger, catching up with old friends and
getting acquainted with new ones. The Triangle was buzzing
with conversations about summer activities and the start of the
new school year.

Despite the inevitable conflicts with sports and other activities,
the event drew a good crowd—approximately 320 dinners were

TigerTalk — November 2008

served. The PTA business meeting which followed the dinner
was also well-attended and informative.

Many thanks to the parent volunteers, too numerous to list by
name, who served the dinners and manned the check-in table.
They all demonstrated true Terman Tiger spirit by pitching in to
help. Thanks also to Terman’s fantastic custodial staff for
handling all the set up and clean up.

Susan Nicholls
PTA Back to School Social Chair
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Community Notices

Help Your Child Succeed in School Using Library Tools
The Reference Staff of the Palo Alto City Library will
demonstrate outstanding resources for elementary, middle, and
high school students available through the Library's Web site
that can be used at home for assignments and projects. Pre-
registration required. To sign up, go to Library Calendar of
Events at www.cityofpaloalto.org/library.

Wed. Nov. 12, 10:30am-noon
Main Library, 1213 Newell Road, Palo Alto

Vacancies on Palo Alto Parks and Recreation Commission
The Palo Alto City Council is seeking applications for the Parks
and Recreation Commission from persons interested in a 3-year
term ending December 31, 2011. The Parks and Recreation
Commission advises the City Council on matters relating to the
activities of the Parks and Golf Division and the Recreation,
Open Space, and Sciences Division of the Community Services
Department. Appointment information and application forms
are available in the City Clerk's Office, 250 Hamilton Ave., Palo
Alto, 329-2571. Palo Alto residency is a requirement.

Deadline: 5:30 p.m., Thurs. Nov. 13, 2008. If one of the
incumbents does not reapply, the deadline will be extended to
Tues., Nov. 18.

Paly Theatre Presents On the Razzle

Come enjoy Paly Theatre's production of On the Razzle, Tom
Stoppard's delightful romantic comedy involving the
misadventures of three interwoven romances one day in 1850's
Vienna, with zany comedy, fast-moving fun, and multiple
romantic twists and turns. Tickets $8 for students and seniors,
$10 for adults, available at the door one hour prior to
performances, at Paly's Auditor's Office during school hours, or
by calling 329-3710 x7245 for reservations.

Nov. 13, 14, 20, 21, and 22, 7:30pm
Haymarket Theatre, Palo Alto High School, 50 Embarcadero
Rd., Palo Alto. Info: http://web.me.com/palytheatre.

Great Holiday Shopping at the PiE Fall Fair!

PiE Fall Fair offers unique gift items and complimentary mini-
makeup makeovers. PiE receives 20% of sales! More info on
the fair at http://papie.org/PiEFallHolidayFair.pdf.

Nov. 14th, 8:30 am to noon, 1331 Hamilton Avenue.
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CAC Parent Ed Program - College for Students on IEPs
It's vital that special needs students find the "right" school.
Learn what services are available and which colleges offer
them. Find out what students need to do to get accepted and
how they need to prepare. Jane McClure, private educational
consultant, will answer questions. High school students are
encouraged to attend. Info: Janet Dafoe

Mon. Nov. 17, 7:30pm, SDC (Boardroom), 25 Churchill

Thriving with a Child with Physical Challenges: A special
program focused specifically on the concerns and issues of
parenting a child with a physical disability. Even if your child
also has other disabilities, this will be a time when you can
focus on the unique issues that a child with physical challenges
faces. Chat, socialize, network, share, trade information,
connect, listen and be heard. Don’t miss this opportunity to be a
part of a community that can truly help. This parent-to-parent
session will be facilitated by Alicia Newton, medical social
worker for California Children’s Services.

Wed., Nov. 19- meeting is 9-11 am. Hospitality begins at 8:45.
Covington Elem. School Multi, 205 Covington Rd, Los Altos.

This parent education event is sponsored by the SELPA 1 CAC
(www.selpalcac.org). All of our events are free and open to
anyone who feels they might benefit. No registration is
necessary.

Is your child on the road to college?

Parent Network for Students of Color & Hispanic Community
presents an information session concerning how to navigate
elementary-level math enrichment, middle school math "laning",
and the high school A-G college-entrance requirements, and
keep your child on the road to academic success. Co-sponsored
by the Parent Network for Students of Color, the Palo Alto
Council of PTAs, and PAUSD.

Wed. Nov. 19, 6:30-8:30pm
Jordan Middle School Cafetorium, 750 N. California Ave., Palo
Alto.

ADHD Support Group Meets Monthly

The ADHD Support Group (sponsored by the CAC for Special
Ed.) will focus on issues such as how to manage school,
organization, time management, study skills, IEP's, etc. The
meetings sometimes feature guest speakers. Led by Janet
Dafoe, Ph.D. of the Morrissey-Compton Center.

Meets the 3rd Thursday of each month 7:30-9pm, 25 Churchill,
Conference Room A

Meeting dates: Nov. 20, Dec. 11, Jan. 22, Feb. 19, Mar. 19, Apr.
23, May 21.
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Winter Break
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Winter Break
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4
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